
Learning organiser Years 3 & 4 Term 2a & b 

 

Important Dates Topic Overview Key Information  

BC- Before Christ  

AD- Anno Domini (After Christ) 

➢ 7500BC – Frst settlers arrive in the 

Nile Valley. 

➢ 5000BC – Egyptians farmed sheep and 

cattle and grew wheat and barley.  

➢ 3500BC – Craftsman begin to create 

wall paintings using hieroglyphic 

symbols. 

➢ 3000BC – Walled towns and villages 

begin to be built, made of mud brick. 

➢ 2640BC – First pyramid is built. 

➢ 2500BC – The Great Sphinx and the 

Great Pyramid are built at Giza. 

➢ 1550BC – Many of the royal tombs are 

built in the Valley of the Kings. 

➢ 1332BC – Tutankhamun begins his 10-

year ruling as pharaoh. 

➢ 1325BC – King Tutankhamun was buried 

in the Valley of the Kings. 

➢ 1279BC – Ramesses is crowned Pharoah 

of Egypt. 

➢ 332BC – Alexander the Great conquers 

Egypt. 

➢ 195BC – Rosetta Stone is carved. 

➢ 51BC – Queen Cleopatra reign begins. 

➢ 30BC – Queen Cleopatra died, signalling 

the end of Ancient Egypt as it is 

normally known. The Romans conquer 

Egypt. 

➢ 1922AD – Howard Carter discovers the 

tomb of Tutankhamun.   

➢ Our topic will involve Y3 & 4 travelling back to 3,000 

years before the birth of Christ to learn about the 

Ancient Egyptians.  

➢ We will discover that the Ancient Egyptians were 

united under one ruler, Menes, and the empire lasted 

until 30BC, when the Romans conquered Egypt.  

➢ We will find out about why the Nile is so important for 

the Egyptians, provided everything that they would 

need: fertile soil to grow crops, fish to eat, transport, 

water to drink etc. 

➢ We will find out about what life was like for Ancient 

Egyptians from the servants and slaves to the 

Pharaohs. We will discover what life was like for work, 

home and leisure. 

➢ We will learn about the Egyptian education system, 

including hierogylphics. 

➢ We will discover the importance of Gods and Temples 

to the Ancient Egyptians, for religion, worship and the 

afterlife.  

➢ We will learn about mummification and how the Ancient 

Egyptians believed in the journey to the Afterlife.  

➢ We will also find out about the search for 

Tutankhamun, with Lord Carnarvon funding Howard 

Carter to find the tomb.  

➢ We will learn about pyramids, their importance, 

practicalities, building methods and discoveries found 

within Tutankhamun’s pyramid.  

➢ Our learning will be brought to life by a trip to the 

Ashmolean Museum to marvel at the rich array of 

primary sources archaeologists have discovered that 

give us so much information about what daily life was 

like in the period.   

➢ The ancient Egyptian civilisation began 5,000 years 

ago when people started building villages next to the 

River Nile in north-east Africa.  

➢ It lasted for around 3,000 years. The history of 

Ancient Egypt is usually broken into three periods of 

time, or three kingdoms: the Old, Middle and New 

kingdoms. During these three kingdoms, the lands 

were ruled by a sequence of Pharaohs, including 

several who we know a great deal about.  

➢ The objects retrieved from the pyramids by 

archeologists mean that we have lots of evidence 

about the lives of rich and powerful people, as well as 

some about the poorer sections of Egyptian life. 

Ancient Egyptian Pharaohs 

➢ Tutankhamun 

Tutankhamun is often known as ‘The Boy King’, as he 

ruled from when he was 9 years old and died when he 

was just 18 (between 1332 and 1323BC). His golden 

coffin was buried in the Valley of Kings and was 

surrounded by around 5,000 priceless treasures. His 

tomb is one of the few that was found with everything 

still in it (by Howard Carter in 1922), meaning he has 

become possibly the most famous pharaoh of all. 

➢ Ramesses II 

Ramesses II is often considered as the greatest, most 

powerful Egyptian pharaoh of all – later Egyptians often 

called him ‘The Great Ancestor.’ He led the Egyptians 

into many battles (which were almost always won) and 

constructed many temples and buildings. His queen, 

Nefertari, was famed for her beauty. Ramesses II lived 

until the age of 92, which was an exceptionally old age 

back in Ancient Egyptian times 

Ancient Egypt 



Key Vocabulary History skills to be developed Writing opportunities Cross-curricular Links 

➢ afterlife - a life that some people believe 

begins when you die, for example a life in 

heaven or as another person or animal 

➢ ancient - belonging to the distant past, 

especially to the period in history before 

the end of the Roman Empire (AD 410)  

➢ archaeologist - someone who studies the 

past by exploring old remains  

➢ artefacts - an object from the past that 

shows evidence of what life was like  

➢ chronology - the order of events in time  

➢ civilisation - a human society with its own 

social organisation and culture  

➢ climate - the general weather conditions 

that are typical of a place  

➢ culture - activities such as the arts and 

philosophy, which are considered to be 

important for the development of 

civilisation  

➢ deities - a god or goddess  

➢ fertile - rich in nutrients to support the 

growth of many plants  

➢ hierarchy - a system of organising people 

into different ranks or levels of 

importance, for example in society 

➢ hieroglyphics - symbols in the form of 

pictures which are used in some writing 

systems, for example those of ancient 

Egypt  

➢ irrigation - supply land with water in order 

to help crops grow  

➢ mummification - If a dead body is 

mummified, it is preserved, for example 

by rubbing it with special oils and wrapping 

it in cloth  

➢ papyrus - a tall water plant that grows in 

Africa  

➢ Use sources of evidence 

to deduce information 

about the past, 

understanding that no 

single source of 

information gives the full 

answer 

➢ Recognise that there are 

reasons why people acted 

as they did  

➢ Describe the social, 

ethnic, cultural and 

religious diversity of the 

past.  

➢ Place events on a timeline 

with dates, understanding 

the concept of change 

over time  

➢ Understand historical 

concepts such as 

continuity and change. 

➢ Understand the 

achievements of the 

Ancient Egyptian 

civilisation  

➢ Learn how these 

achievements have 

influenced the world. 

➢ Creating information reports 

on life in Egypt 

➢ Poetry 

➢ Write descriptive recounts 

and narratives – The Egyptian 

Cinderella. 

➢ Diary writing linked to the 

search for Tutankhamun. 

➢ To explore the Egyptian 

Creation Myth and compare 

this with our own Christian 

Creation story. 

➢ To create a captioned diagram 

and description of 

Tutankhamun’s pyramid 

➢ To research Egptian Gods and 

Goddesses and create an 

information report on them.  

➢ Creative and Narrative writing 

linked to topic related 

fictional books. 

 

      
 

    

Maths: 

- Egyptian numbers, cubit sticks, 

accurate measuring through 

Art and DT  

- Shape and Space – 3D shapes. 

Geography: 

- Where is Egypt? Why did 

people settle in Egypt? The 

importance of the River Nile. 

The landscape and environment 

of Egypt. 

Science: 

- Materials and Forces through 

Architecture – designing & 

investigating strength of 

pyramids, 

- Materials – papyrus paper. 

- Animals including Humans – link 

with mummification, skeletons, 

muscles and body parts. 

Arts: 

- Landscape silhouette paintings 

of Egypt. 

- Creation of Egyptian 

cartouches. 

- Designing and creating scarab 

beetle amulets. 

- Designing, creating and 

evaluating an Egyptian Death 

Mask 

- Collaborative arts work to 

create replica sarcophagus 

- Pyramid investiagations using 

different materials. 



➢ pharaoh - a king of ancient Egypt  

➢ pyramids - ancient stone buildings with 

four triangular sloping sides 

➢ sarcophagus - a large decorative container 

in which a dead body was placed in ancient 

times  

➢ society - people in general, thought of as a 

large, organised group  

➢ tomb - a large grave that is above ground 

   

 

Trips and Fieldwork 

➢ Our learning will be brought to life by a trip to the Ashmolean Museum to 

marvel at the rich array of primary sources archaeologists have discovered 

that give us so much information about what daily life was like in the period.   

 

      

 

   


