
 

 

Annual Report of the Governing Body to the Community 
for the Year 2021-22 

 
The Governors once again want to commend the dedication of the staff as they marched 
forward out of the COVID pandemic. Mrs Leach, teachers and pupils  have given it their all to 
ensure another successful year and we, as the Governing Body, would like to thank everyone all 
parents and careers who have supported the school and made this year so positive.  
It was very special to witness the number of supporters, parents, carers, pupils, Governors, 
staff, both past and present, who came to wish the school well on the occasion of the official 
opening of the new building and it reminded us of our strong and steadfast place at the centre 
of our local community. 
As a county we managed to avoid any further lockdowns and as a school there was minimal 
disruption to the pupils learning with just a couple of classes having to be shut for a very small 
amount time. 
 
The role of the Governing Body is a strategic one; its key functions are to:  
 
● Agree aims and objectives for the school, known as the ‘School Vision Map’.  
● Agree targets for achieving those aims and objectives.  
● Monitor the progress the school is making towards achievement of its objectives.  
● Be a source of challenge and support to the Head teacher.  
 
We aim to achieve this by meeting monthly as a Full Governing Body focusing on children’s 
progress and achievements, school development and identifying how we can further support 
the continuing success at St Blaise. 
Our School Vision Map for this year reflected our strong determination to move forward after 
the rather tumultuous previous two years. 
 
In September 2021 our main agreed targets for the quality of education were; 
 

 Embed oracy skills across the school 

 Mathematics – to develop reasoning and problem solving and to make sure teaching 
challenges pupils, particularly the most able 

 Writing – written work shows clear understanding and progression of punctuation and 
spelling 

 Behaviour and attitudes – successful and positive playtimes, learning behaviour seen in 
increased resilience across the school 
 
Success Criteria; 
 

 For oracy, create a shared understanding of oracy across the school 

 For mathematics, to see the school environment supporting and celebrating maths 



 

 For writing, to see a learning environment that enriches pupils’ language development  

 For behaviour, to see a school environment that promotes inclusive and successful 
playtimes and resilience seen during longer tasks, in particular, writing. 

 
Governors make regular visits to the school and regularly meet with teachers and visit classes to 
monitor how these targets are being met. Although we initially were unable to visit the school 
earlier in the year, we are now back to being fully involved in all aspects of our role. 
 
In addition to the targets linked to the quality of education there were also targets set for the 
leadership and management of the school and a whole section devoted to the governance of 
the school. 
Our targets included ensuring we, as Governors, understood the important of excellent 
governance in supporting the school to become outstanding. 
Our success criteria was for all Governors to understand the importance of strategic planning in 
all aspects of our school development. 
 
 Our attendance rate stayed has improved throughout the year but unfortunately, some families 
are choosing to take holidays again during term time and this has had an impact on our school. 
We, as Governors, appreciate that many family events and holidays had to be postponed or 
cancelled in the previous two years but as we look ahead to the next school year we do urge 
you to check the school dates carefully and do everything possible to keep your children in 
school during term time. It should be noted that it is disruptive for the whole class when one 
pupil misses school for a week and should be avoided wherever possible. 
 
Safeguarding 
We are  responsible for ensuring all Safeguarding procedures are in place and a Governor meets 
with the school’s safeguarding leads on a termly basis. Checks are regularly made by Governors 
regarding the safety of pupils on the school site and also checks that the school are keeping 
correct, up to date records on all staff and volunteers who work at the school. We will always 
investigate any safeguarding breach, alongside the school’s Safeguarding leads, immediately 
and are always available to parents if they wish to raise any concerns. 
 
The Wider Community 
We are proud to have worked closely with others, including the diocese,  local authority, and 
neighbouring schools, alongside our on-site pre-school, Red Dragon. Other community links 
include our neighbours: Milton bowls club, the football club, and the Parish Council.  
 
Our School Ethos 
We endeavour to ensure that we provide opportunities for all our pupils to achieve as lifelong 
learners. Our school role has increased to 122 pupils and we have always been committed to 
our Christian values, which underpin all that we do and our inclusive, family ethos of ‘exploring 
and achieving together’ as every child matters. As Governors we look for the school’s values of 
love and respect, determination, confidence and kindness in everything the school does as we 
strongly believe they underpin our school’s uniqueness. 
 
If you would like further information on our roles, please visit the governor section of the school 
website. 
 
School Expansion  
 
With the expansion of our school completed we increased to five classes in September, reducing 
to four in term 3- this was due to staffing circumstances.  The school building work has mainly 



 

been completed with a few small minor tasks still awaiting finishing. Red Dragon, Oak and Key 
Stage One classes have been in the new building since September and are all enjoying the 
facility. We have larger office and Kitchen areas that will be essential as we expand.  
 
The school playground is now at the rear of the school and is much larger.  We also gained a 
large expanse of grass which has been seeded and will be used as an under elevens football 
pitch, we will work in tandem with Milton Football club to ensure it has good use and care. We 
have a trim trail setup but are awaiting it’s completion which we hope to be before the end of 
term.  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff, pupils and parents/carers for their 
hard work and understanding during the period of change. These changes have meant an awful 
lot of work for Ruth especially chasing up issues with the new build and the governing board 

wish to thank her for this. 
 
In October the school came together 
and for the first time in a long time we 
opened the doors to parents and 
members of the community as we 
celebrated with an official opening 
event. Connor our eldest pupil and 

Millie our youngest pupil cut the ribbon in celebration of our 
growth.  
During the year we have welcomed parents back to Friday achievement worships, thirty plus 
families join us most weeks.  We have held art events, jubilee celebrations and our greatest 

triumph was the 
spectacular show  -Joseph 
and his Amazing 
Technicoloured 
Dreamcoat.  We were 
delighted that so many of 
you bought tickets and 
enjoyed the production.  
 
   

     
Red Dragon 
Red Dragon have been in the new building for a year now and what a year it has been! We have 
taken a holistic approach to teaching and learning, nurturing the children’s physical, social and 
emotional wellbeing. We have recently been invited by OCC to 
participate in an Early Years Project ‘Nature Now’ (Nurturing our 

wellbeing). This will enable us to use outdoor 
learning and mentoring to promote wellbeing 
amongst staff and children.  
 
Our families have been enjoying a ‘School Ready’ 
literacy online workshop, provided by Boogie Beats 
and we have introduced a weekly ‘Active tots’ 
session which has introduced the children to an 
array of sports from around the world! 

 



 

Staff have gained higher qualifications and the pre-school has been running at maximum 
capacity. We have welcomed one new member of staff and we are currently recruiting another. 
We look forward to more exciting adventures! 
 
Oak 
Oak class have had a very exciting year in their new classroom. The new space has allowed the 
children to really develop their independence and skills while learning through their play. The 
children are very creative and have enjoyed the varied art opportunities they have had this year. 
They have been inspired by many different artists including Keith Haring, Paul Klee, James Rizzi, 
James Brunt, Henri Matisse, and Andy Warhol. They have been drawing and painting, collaging 
and making sculptures and models using lots of different materials. Everyone was really proud 
of the Queen’s Coronation carriage the children made for the Platinum Jubilee. 

Oak class have also particularly enjoyed learning outdoors this year. Together, we have been 
developing our lovely new outside space, behind the classroom. The children love playing with 
the Loose Parts and are often making obstacle courses and models, using their fantastic 
imagination, working together and showing great determination and resilience as the challenge 
themselves to build bigger and better. Recently they planted up some pots and have enjoyed 
watching their garden grow. Our weekly Outdoor Explorers sessions continue to be a hit, as the 
children love to explore in the science garden, noticing the changes to the weather and the 
environment as the seasons change. We are really grateful for the wonderful outside spaces we 
have. 

Poplar 
Poplar Class have had a very exciting year. We started by moving into our new classroom. We 
feel very lucky to have such a fantastic classroom and outdoor space to enhance our learning. 
Our first topic of the year was called Dungeons and Dragons. We really enjoyed learning about 
castles and the people within them. We also managed to get out of the classroom on our first 

school trip to 
Donnington to 
see a real ruined 
castle and we 
loved it! 

 

The other area of school we spend a lot of time in is our wonderful science garden. Every Friday 
afternoon we go out for outdoor explorers to learn about our natural world, the changing 
seasons, animals and their habitats, natural art, and plants. We decided to have a go at growing 
our own plants this year too. Everyone had the opportunity to try and grow a bean and we 
planted our own sunflowers. 

Alongside this, we learnt about some famous artists such as Henri Matisse and Eric Carle and 
created a mixture 
of brilliant, 
themed artwork.  

On top of 
everything, our 
year 1s have 
completed 
phonics checks 
and year 2s 



 

worked very hard through their SATS. We are incredibly proud of all their achievements this 
year, their positive attitude and enthusiastic buzz they bring with them every morning!  

 
Beech and Willow 

The beginning of the academic year saw both classes 
attending a two day residential at Court Hill.  This was 
a great experience for staff and children as important 
bonds were made.  The children were able to explore 
the site developing geographical skills. Beech class 
explored Avebury and Whitehorse Hill as part of their 
history work.  
 
Later in the year Willow class enjoyed an inspirational topic about the Rainforest. 

This engaged them in very thoughtful environmental work and a 
visit to the Living Rainforest.  
At Easter Miss Gerard left us and two classes became one.  
 

Beech  
Beech Class have had an excellent year working on lots of 
exciting topics: Scavengers and Settlers, Extreme Explorers, 
Light Camera Action and Groovy Greeks. We have made 

many memories that will last a lifetime.  An experience all the children loved 
was when we visited Avebury and learnt about how it was formed. 
Furthermore, the children blew us away in their performance of Joseph with 
how well they sang and danced. Another brilliant evening was our star gazing 
event with Maple where we got to learn about the different constellations 

and have a go using a telescope!  
 
   
 
Beech Class have been visiting Didcot Library frequently this year and this 
has helped us develop our love for reading. We have all enjoyed playing 
different reading games at the library and learning about new books! It has 
also encouraged us to read and look for different genres of books.  
 
          

Alongside all of our experiences, we have had great fun in science carrying out 
different investigations where we have looked at forces, light, magnets and 
our favourite rocks! The children loved being able to make the different rocks 
out of chocolate and created fantastic actions to help us remember the 
descriptions of each type of rock.  
 

The children have all transitioned amazingly into one class and mixing with Year 4. 
Swimming has been a highlight for many children this year and the children loved 
their weekly hour session in the water. Furthermore, we were extremely lucky to 
be able to visit Windsor castle in our first week as a class of 30 and the children 
showed off their impressive knowledge about the castle and the Queen’s life. As 
well as this we got to watch the guards change and even got our photo in front of 
the guards!  
We are extremely proud of every single child this year and everything they have 
achieved; their positive attitude and their resilience is admirable.  A brilliant year 



 

in Beech Class.  
 
Maple 
Maple Class have had a fantastic year working on a variety of topics: Mysterious Mayans, 
Windrush Generation and Full Steam Ahead.  Our favourite topic was definitely, Earth and 
Beyond. We absolutely loved learning about the moon and how it was formed, researching the 
moon landing and the conspiracy theories around this. We are now experts on other planets in 
our solar system!  The highlights of this topic were holding our own star gazing night and visiting 
the mobile planetarium.  We carried out some great investigations to see the phases of the 
moon and explored how craters were formed on the moon.   

 

The topic also inspired us to create some amazing work at home which we proudly shared with 
our class and the school. 

 

Our SATS have been completed and  Year 6 would agree that the cooked breakfasts each 
morning and the trip to McDonalds at the end made all the hard work they had put in 
worthwhile.  In June we visited Woodlands – an outdoor activity centre at Glasbury where we 
experienced caving, canoeing, climbing and many more activities.  

As another exciting year ends at school we would like to take this opportunity to wish our Year 
six leavers the very best as they continue on their journeys. We will miss you all and look 
forward hearing about your adventures. We hope that you all have a restful summer holiday 
and look forward to working with you next year when we live out our new vision together: 

Exploring and achieving as we grow together 

 
 
 


