
Learning organiser Years 5 and 6 Term 1a and 1b 

 

Important Dates Topic Overview Key information  

Romans 
55BC Julius Caesar heads first Roman Invasion but later withdraws  
44BC – Julius Caesar is murdered in Rome 
30AD – Jesus Christ Crucified 
43AD – Romans invade and Britain becomes part of the Roman 
Empire 
50AD – London Founded 
61AD - Boadicea leads the Iceni in revolt against the Romans 
70AD - Romans conquer Wales and the North 
76AD – Emperor Hadrian born 
80AD – Colosseum of Rome completed 
122 – 128AD - Emperor Hadrian builds a wall on the Scottish 
Border 
140AD - Romans conquer Scotland 
209AD - St Alban becomes the 1st Christian martyr 
306AD - Constantine the Great declared Emperor at York 
350AD - The Picts and Scots attack the border 
401 – 410AD - The Romans withdraw from Britain: Anglo Saxons 
migrants begin to Settle 

Anglo-Saxons 
350AD – Anglo-Saxons raid English Shores and are beaten back by 
the Romans 
410AD – Last Romans leave Britain leaving the Celts defenceless 
449 – 550AD – Arrival of Jutes, Angles and Saxons from Denmark, 
Germany, and The Netherlands 
556AD – Britain is divided into 7 Anglo-Saxon kingdoms: 
Northumbria, Essex, Wessex, Sussex, East Anglia, Mercia and Kent 
597AD – St Augustine brings Christianity to Britain from Rome and 
becomes Archbishop of Canterbury 
789AD – First Recorded Viking Attack 

Vikings 
757AD – Offa is the King of Mercia 
793AD – Attack on Lindisfarne 
871AD  - King Alfred becomes King of Wessex 
876AD – Guthrum, Viking King attacks Wessex 
878AD – Peace treaty between King Alfred and King Guthrum 
899AD – King Alfred dies 
978AD – Aetheired becomes King 
1002AD – King Aetheired orders all Danish men to be killed 
1013AD – Swedish King Sven becomes King of England 
1016AD – Danish King King Cnut becomes King of England 

Romans 
➢ Understand the Legacy of the Roman Empire in Britain 
➢ The Romans came to Britain nearly 2000 years ago. They 

changed our country.  
➢ The Roman Empire made its mark on Britain, and even today, 

the ruins of Roman buildings, forts, roads, and baths can be 
found all over Britain.  

➢ Britain was part of the Roman Empire for almost 400 years!  
➢ By the time the Roman armies left around 410 AD, they had 

established medical practice, a language of administration and 
law and had created great public buildings and roads. 

➢ Many English words are derived from the Latin language of 
the Romans 
 

Anglo-Saxons 
➢ Learn about the invasions of the Anglo-Saxons in the 5th 

Century.  
➢ Find out where the invading troops came from and where in 

Britain they managed to settle and then they will go on to 
investigate how life in Britain changed as a result. 

➢ Research Alfred the Great A Saxon king who prevented 
England from falling to the Danes and promoted learning and 
literacy 
 

Vikings 
➢ Learn about Viking raids and invasion.  
➢ Discover the chronological place of this key era in the history 

of Britain.  
➢ Find out how we know about the Vikings. 
➢ Find out where the Vikings came from and why they invaded. 

Through map work, learn about Viking routes and settlements 
in the British Isles. 

➢ Learn about Viking warriors: their names, beliefs, and 
weapons. 

➢ Learn about the features of the formidable Viking longships. 
➢ Learn about famous Viking leaders and explorers. 
➢ Research and find out about the Lindisfarne massacre 
➢ Research the Viking Gods The Vikings believed in 12 gods, the 

main ones being Odin (King of the gods), Thor (God of 
Thunder), Tyr (God of War) and Freyr (Goddess of Fertility). 

The Romans lived in Rome, a city in the centre of the country 

of Italy. Rome started to grow from a small town into a larger and 
larger city around the year 753 B.C. They were one of the most 
powerful, clever and successful ancient civilizations ever. They 
ruled over nearly all of Europe and most of north Africa, including 
Egypt. It is thought that one of the reasons the Romans invaded 
Britain was to conquer land, gain more slaves and collect the many 
precious resources in Britain including metals such as lead, tin, gold 
and silver. 
 

The Anglo-Saxons were warrior-farmers and came from 

north-western Europe. They began to invade Britain while the 
Romans were still in control. When the Anglo-Saxons first came to 
Britain, they had their own gods and beliefs. However, over time 
they converted to Christianity and new churches and monasteries 
were built. Religion was very important to them and monasteries 
were the centre of learning. Monks lived peaceful lives, praying 
and working. 
 

The Vikings were invaders and settlers who came from 

Scandinavia and travelled by boat as far as North America in the 
west and Central Asia in the east from about 700 AD to 1100. The 
word “Viking” meant “pirate raid”. They were famous for raiding 
monasteries. The Vikings arrived at the shores of Britain in 
longboats and fought the local people, raided monasteries and 
burned buildings to take over land. Their beliefs were extremely 
different to Anglo-Saxons. Their mythology glorified battles and 
they believed that dying in battle was an honour that would grant 
them access to Valhalla. 
 
The reason Britain was invaded and settled on was because of its 
rich source of resources, land and gold. Often their own countries 
were overpopulated and Britain had lots of spare land. 

Invaders and Settlers 



1042AD – Edward the Confessor becomes King of England 
1066AD – Battle of Hastings 
1100AD – End of Viking Age  

 

Key Vocabulary History skills to be developed Writing opportunities Cross-curricular Links 

Romans 
Roman Empire 
Legacy 
Architecture 
Julius Caesar 
Colosseum 
Hadrian 
Hypocaust 
Amphitheatre 
Basilica 
Caldarium 
Forum 
Frigidarium 
Groma 
Londinium 
Mausoleum 
Mosaic 
Pedagogue 
Governor 
Villa 
 

Anglo-Saxon 
Century: A hundred years 
Invade: Attack to try and take land  
Village: a small settlement  
Settlement: a place where people make their 
homes  
Kingdom: an area ruled by a King or Queen  
Religion: belief in some sort of God or Gods  
Evidence: proof of something  
Artefact: a historical object  
Tribe: group of people of the same culture  
Monk: a man who has devoted his life to his 
religion and lives in a religious community  
Invaders: people who attack and try to take land 
from other people  
Raiders: people who attack then take what they 
find away with them  
Paganism: the religion of the Anglo-Saxons who 
believed in many Gods  

➢ Use sources of evidence to deduce 
information about the past, understanding 
that no single source of information gives 
the full answer 

➢ Recognise that there are reasons why 
people acted as they did  

➢ Describe the social, ethnic, cultural and 
religious diversity of the past. 

➢ Place events on a timeline with dates, 
understanding the concept of change over 
time  

➢ Understand that many different peoples 
have settled in Britain since the start of the 
Common Era and have helped shape the 
nation; Gain historical perspective. 

➢ To understand that Britain has been invaded 
and settled numerous times and place these 
into context. 

➢ To discuss and understand the meaning of 
the terms ‘invaders’ and ‘settlers.’ 

➢ Understand how people’s lives have shaped 
Britain. 

➢ Understand historical concepts such as 
continuity and change. 

➢ Gain historical perspective by understanding 
the connections between local and national 
history, and between cultural, military and 
social history. 

➢ Understand how Britain has been influenced 
by the wider world 

 
 
 

Romans 
➢ Creating information reports on Roman 

Architecture and the Legacy of Romans on 
Britain today 

➢ Poetry 

➢ Write descriptive recounts and narratives 

➢ Investigate the etymology of words 
 

Anglo Saxons 
➢ To use the story of Beowulf to write their 

own beast is defeated story. 

➢ To create a captioned diagram and 
description of a Sutton Hoo burial and the 
discoveries there 

➢ Information reports on Anglo Saxon 
settlements 

Vikings 
➢ To explore the Viking Creation Myth and 

compare and contrast this with our own 
Christian Creation story.  To retell this story 
to others.   

➢ To learn about the Nine Realms of Norse 
Mythology and to create setting and 
character descriptions for creatures that live 
within them.   

➢ Poetry – Yggdrasil Tree of Life 

➢ To research Viking Gods and Goddesses and 
create an information report on them. 

➢ Creative and Narrative writing based around 
Odin and the Frost Giant 

Romans 
Maths  
Roman Numerals, accurate measuring through 
Art and DT 
Geography  
Where was the Roman Empire? 
Where did Romans settle in Britain? 
Science 
Materials and Forces through Architecture – 
designing aqueducts, viaducts and arches 
Arts  
Designing, creating and evaluating Roman 
Mosaics 
 

Anglo Saxons 
Geography 
Locating where the Anglo Saxons came from and 
where the invaded and settled 
 

Vikings 
Geography 
Locating where the Vikings came from and where 
the invaded and settled 
Arts  
Edvard Munch - The Scream – explore and find 
out about the artist and then create own work in 
the style of 
Design and create own Viking Shield 
Sketch their own Viking Warrior 
Explore and build a Viking Long ship 



Christianity: the religion of the Romans based on 
the teachings of Jesus and belief in one God  
Conversion: change  
Monastery: buildings where monks live  
Society: the people who live in a place and their 
way of life 
 

Viking 
Scots: Invaders from Ireland who conquered the 
area now known as Scotland 
Vikings: Seafaring pirates and traders who raided 
and settled in north-western Europe 
Invade: To enter an area to occupy it 
Settlement: A place where people have come to 
live 
Jorvik: The kingdom of Jorvik was the Viking 
name for York 
Conquer: take over something by force 
Danelaw: Area in Britain the Vikings ruled 
Treaty:  A written agreement between two states 
Lindisfarne: An island off the coast of Northeast 
England known as the Holy Island 
Monastery:  A building where people worship 
and devote their lives to God 
Raid:  A surprise attack 
Scandinavia: An area including Sweden, Norway, 
and Denmark 

 



      Romans      Anglo-Saxons      Vikings 

 


