
Linda Shatford 

Co-opted Governor 
Term of Office 7.9.22-7.9.26 
Chair of governors, school year 22/23 
I was head teacher of Milton C of E, now 
St Blaise, from 2000 to 2007. In 2011 I 
came to visit colleagues at the invitation 
of the then acting Headteacher Ruth 
Leach and am now, once again, very 
much part of the School family. As an 
associate member from 2011- 2022, I 
supported the School in much the same 
way as other governors; now as a full 
member of the governing board I am able 
to hold the Chair’s role and was duly 
elected to this position in September. 

I am able to offer expertise from many 
years in education - as a teacher, 
Headteacher and Ofsted inspector. I hold 
a master’s degree in School Management, 
so feel qualified to lead the School at a 
time of growth and development. I have a 
strong connection to the area having 
grown up in Steventon. This is where my 
passion for the survival and success of 
small schools stem, as I attended the 
village school. 

Ruth Leach 
Headteacher 
I am Ruth Leach, Headteacher. I have been working at St 
Blaise since 2009 first as a class teacher, then Headteacher. I 
have been working in the education sector for over thirty 
years across the primary age ranges. In my current role I am 
the SENCO (special educational needs coordinator) and DSL 
(designated safety lead). I am also a subject lead and teach 
across the school. As a governor I work especially closely 
with the safeguarding, SEN and Pupil Premium Governors. It 
is a great privilege being the head of St Blaise. It is a job that 
I love.  

Jeenash Mistry 
Co-opted Governor     Term of Office ends 11.1.25          Vice Chair of governors, school year 22/23 
Since becoming a father I started to consider how I could help young people in education in my local area. I am a 

Chartered Mechanical Engineer with a Masters in Business Administration. I am currently working at Oxford 

University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, as Head of Estates & Facilities and have worked in the 

Healthcare sector for over 17 years. As an engineer my interests are in STEM subjects and promoting sustainability. 

I also try to promote the environmental impact that our day-to-day activities creates and how this may affect 

future generations.  
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Jane Robinson 
Foundation Governor  Term of Office ends 5.11.22 
My father was the village schoolmaster so my three sisters and I were 

all born in the village schoolhouse. After leaving school I spent 6 

months in Germany, then went to Birmingham University to read 

German with subsidiary Russian, followed by a PGCE. My first teaching 

job was in Nottingham, my second at a Forces school in Germany and 

my last was Deputy Head at King Alfred’s in Wantage. I've been 

involved in education all my life! 

I took early retirement in 1997 and was my father’s main carer as he 

lived 4 doors away from me.  After his death I was able to indulge my 

interest in travel and went to Tanzania twice, to Canada twice and to 

New Zealand.  I was involved in 2 choirs and helped with events at 

church. I also enjoy cooking, gardening and needlework. I've been a 

governor at St Blaise since 2000 and love the school. I am the staffing 

governor and also involved with the English targets on the SVM. 

Karen Green 
Staff Governor 
Term of Office ends 11.9.23 
I am the teaching staff governor. I am the 
EYFS lead at St Blaise and teach Reception. 
I am also Maths co-ordinator and am 
responsible for Geography and Music. I am 
a middle leader, working closely with the 
Headteacher on safeguarding issues and 
also with teachers, supporting transition 
from pre-school through to KS1. I have 
worked at St Blaise for many years and 
have taught all year groups. I have been 
teaching in EYFS for more than ten years 
now and really love to see how the 
children grow through Reception and then 
through the school.  

Fiona Morgan 
Co-opted Governor 
Term of office ends 5.11.22 
My husband and I have recently moved 
to Milton and I was keen to get involved 
in the local community. I have been 
teaching for nearly 30 years, including 
two headships in two very different 
primary schools. I hope I will be able to 
support my local school and am looking 
forward to getting to know everyone 
better. I have two grown up sons and my 
husband is a hospital Chaplain. 



Reverend Phil Sutton 
Ex-Officio Foundation Governor 
Term of Office ends 5.11.22 
Phil originally trained as a medical engineer and 
worked for twenty years in children’s and new-
born intensive care units developing a range of 
implantable heart monitors and life support 
systems. Following ordination, he returned to the 
NHS to serve as a lead for hospital chaplaincy and 
bereavement services in Bath, Bristol and Oxford. 
Phil retains a close involvement in medical ethics 
and specialist bereavement support for parents 
who have lost a child. Phil and his wife Jane work 
with the Hearing Dogs for Deaf People charity, 
training assistance dogs for adults and children. 

Claire Hammond 
Parent Governor 
Term of Office ends 31.5.23 
I have a son who has just gone into a 
Maple class. I am unable to work due to 
an illness, but this gives me the 
opportunity to come into the school a 
couple of times a week to volunteer 
with whatever the teachers need help 
with: laminating, sticking covers on 
books or making up bits for them to use 
in class. I also help by listening to the 
children read a couple of times a week. 
This is an important part of their 
education, opening up so many doors 
for their future life, increasing what they 
can achieve and the goals that they 
want to set for themselves. In my spare 
time (which is not a lot), I like reading, 
photography and making jewellery. 

Gill Brook 
Clerk to the Governing Body 
I originally I worked in banking, 
then moved to Belgium for 10 years 
where I learnt French and worked 
self-employed around bringing up 
my son. Since moving to the UK, 
I’ve worked in admin and finance, 
including 10 years at the former 
European School Culham where I 
was School Secretary. After that I 
retrained and gained a Master's in 
Translation from Bristol University. 
I got to know St Blaise in 2018 
through ARCh (Assisted Reading for 
Children in Oxfordshire) which 
provides volunteers to help 
children with their reading, and 
have been clerk to the Governing 
Body here since 2020. 



Tim McGrath 
Associate Member  Term of Office ends 10.5.25 

I have a son and twin toddlers and wanted to be 
involved in their education. I am a member of Red 
Dragon Pre-school Charity Committee and previously 
served as a Vice Chair on the Parish Council in 
Milton.  
 
I am employed at BMW Mini plant Oxford where I 
have worked for 20 years. I started of as an 
apprentice and, once qualified, became an 
electromechanical engineer. I have spent over one 
year working abroad mainly in Germany. I have 
progressed through my roles and I’m currently a 
Technical Process Leader. I have recently started a 
second apprenticeship in leadership.  
  
Most of my spare time is taken up with my children 
but when I have time I enjoy cooking especially on a 
BBQ. 
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