St Blaise Church of England Primary School

Letter 33 - 2021/22

Exploring and achieving together

27/5/22

Dear All,

WOW – what a great week. We have had such a fantistic time
celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee. Thank you for your support it has been
tremendous and makes such a difference to events. We have held a number of
competitions this week, here are the results:

Design a new pair of knickers for the Queen. The winners were:

Oak – Lyra

Poplar – Alicia

Beech – Jacob

Maple - Summer

St Blaise has got Talent – 27 children started the competition. Following our heats on
Monday 9 acts went through to the final. We were entertained by dancers, comedians,
gymnasts, singers, footballers and Rubix cubers – it was a great show. The winner of the
competition was Phoebe Mc Manus with her wonderful Irish dancing.

Pudding competition – What a great selection of
puddings we saw on Thursday. The judges really enjoyed
taste testing and have asked that this becomes an annual
event!!
We had three child winners - Hannah, Ethan A and Elena
and Mrs Kirkham was our adult winner.

This week we have also enjoyed planting trees with Jon the gardener. Thank you to
everyone who donated plants. A special thanks goes to Paul Bradbury for the very
impressive Maple and cherry tree.
Other events included our cricket festival and family picnic. Rev Phil came for worship on
Thursday bringing a crown, orb and sceptre that were the correct weight and measurement.
The week finished with a rendition of the children’s Jubilee song and a display of work.
During today we have circus skills and end the day with a street party. There are lots of

photos on the class pages on the website – please have a look.
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Staffing news
We are very sad to loose Louise as one of our After School Club Team, Louise goes on to
pursue promotion in her other line of work – good luck! We will be advertising a 5 day a
week 3-5.45pm post after half term if you or anyone you know is interested.
We are delighted to announce that we have appointed Charlotte Cundy as a new key stage
one teacher. Charlotte joins us in September but will visit school and classes before so you
will get a chance to meet her. The class structures and staffing will be announced after half
term.

Local cricket
The children enjoyed the cricket sessions run by Shine Cricket – if you would like to
encourage them to carry on playing these are our local teams.
https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars - 5-8 year olds, All Stars
Cricket
https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/dynamoscricket - 8-11 year olds,
Dynamos Cricket

Changes to the school day
The government has released new guidance about the length of the school day. In
order to meet the required time registration from September will be at 8.45am. We
will open the doors at 8.35am. If children arrive after registration and before 9.15am
they will be marked as late, any pupils arriving after 9.15am are unauthorised
absence.
Please can I also take this opportunity to politely remind you that holidays are not
permitted in term time. There are very few circumstances (funeral and wedding)
when this might be authorised. The governors, Local authority and I study this data
very carefully and we are often called by the attendance team over holiday matters.
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The calendar for next year has been on the school website for several months and
has been sent home.

Here to Help
Worryingly there has been a 77% increase in the number of primary school age
children suffering from anxiety. There are many groups and organisations that can
help. Please always talk to us – we will help where we can
Oxfordshire Youth is delivering online Mental Health Awareness Training specifically for Parents
and Carers of children and young people. The sessions are FREE for Oxfordshire residents.*
Our Mental Health Awareness Training for parents and carers aims to aid understanding of
relevant topics surrounding young people's mental health today. The training also explores how
parents/carers can talk to their young people about the struggles around ill mental health and
where they can seek support.
For further information or to book on a training session, please click on the link below for the
session on the 21st June:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/an-online-mental-health-awarenesssession-for-parents-and-carers-tickets-296897908637
*In order to receive a ticket for free, please use the first part of your postcode as the promo
code in capital letters (e.g: OX4).
The training sessions lasts just over 1.5 hours and include presentations and group work,
providing the opportunity to speak with other parents and carers about young people's mental
health.
Kind regards,
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Outside School achievements
Lots of our children this week have taken part in Football tournaments. Well done to you all.
Ethan C played with two different teams over the weekend. He had a great time playing with
James and Jacob on Saturday, then on Sunday he played for Marcham U8's at Wheatley. His team
won the 'fair play' trophy, he scored 3 goals. He also won a player of the week trophy at Monday
training and on Wednesday he picked up an end of season trophy with Marcham. Not a bad week
for awards!

Term 3 (Additional events will be added – this is a brief outline)
Week
1

2

3

4
5
6

Date

Event

Thus 9th June

Half term break
Parent breakfast

Fri 10th June
KS1 certificates
Phonics test Y1 and tables test – Y4
Wed 15th June
Quad kids
th
Thus 16 June
Quad kids
th
Fri 17 June
KS2 certificates
Maple class at Woodlands
Tues 21st June
FGB meeting
th
Tues 28 June
Parents tea and coffee
Some Y5/6 swim
th
Wed 29 June
Whole school outdoor learning day
Tues 5th July
Some Y5/6 swim
th
7 July
Sports Day
th
8 July
Vision and values day
th
Mon 11 July
WOW fitness in
th
Tues 12 July
FGB
Some Y5/6 swim
th
Wed 13 July
Bags2school
th
Thus 14 July
Celebration and thank you afternoon

Notes
8.45am - £1 food, 50p
drink
9am hall

9am hall
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15 July

7

19th July
19th July
20th July
20th July
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KS1 certificates
School vision day
Some 5/6 swim
Leavers service
2pm
End of year service 9am – Ks2 certificates
School ends – 1.15pm

Dear Parent/Guardian,
All children aged 5-11 continue to be offered vaccination against Covid-19 vaccine
and this half-term holiday is good time to get your child vaccinated in time for the
summer when cases might increase.
Two doses of the vaccine (at least 12 weeks apart) should give the child long-lasting
protection against serious complications of infection and some protection from mild
symptoms. To book an appointment, please
visit https://www.nhs.uk/covidvaccination or call 119.
The NHS wants to support you to make an informed choice with more information
available here COVID-19: A guide for parents of children aged 5 to 11
(publishing.service.gov.uk)
If you do not know your child’s NHS number you can get it:
 by checking your child’s personal health record (the red book given to you
when your child was born)
 by checking any NHS letters, prescriptions or test results you may have
received for your child
 by going to the NHS.UK website
 by asking your GP practice to help you
Kind Regards
The Clinical Commissioning Group

Have a super half term – enjoy the Jubilee celebrations
Mrs Leach and the St Blaise team
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