
Mark Smith 
Chair of Governors, LA Governor 
Term of Office ends 31.7.22 
I have been a governor at St Blaise for 
many years in two separate terms of 
office. I also have previous experience 
as the Chair of the Red Dragon Pre 
School and Chair and 
Representative of the Abingdon 
Communication Workers Union 
Branch. 

Jane Robinson 
Foundation Governor 
Term of Office ends 5.11.22 
My father was the village schoolmaster so I and my three 
sisters were all born in the village schoolhouse. After leaving 
school I spent six months in Germany and then went to 
Birmingham University to read German with subsidiary Russian 
followed by PGCE. My first teaching job was in Nottingham, my 
second at a Forces school in Germany and my last was as 
Deputy Head at King Alfred’s in Wantage. I have been a 
governor at St Blaise since 2000. You could say I have been in  

Karen Green 
Staff Governor 
Term of Office ends 11.9.23 
I am the teaching staff governor. I am 
the EYFS lead at St Blaise and teach 
Reception. I am also Maths co-
ordinator and am responsible for 
Geography and Music. I am a middle 
leader, working closely with the 
Headteacher on safeguarding issues 
and also with teachers, supporting 
transition from pre-school through to 
KS1. I have worked at St Blaise for 
many years and have taught all year 
groups. I have been teaching in EYFS 
for more than ten years now and really 
love to see how the children grow 
through Reception and then through 
the school.  

education all my life! My main interests are church and music. I play the piano and enjoy singing. I play 
the organ at church, conduct a small village choir and belong to the Abingdon & District Musical 
Society choir. I also enjoy cooking, gardening and needlework. 



Fiona Morgan 
Co-opted Governor 
Term of office ends 5.11.22 
My husband and I have 
recently moved to Milton 
and I was keen to get 
involved in the local 
community. I have been 
teaching for nearly 30 years, 
including two headships in 
two very different primary 
schools. I hope I will be able 
to support my local school 
and am looking forward to 
getting to know everyone 
better. I have two grown up 
sons and my husband is a 
hospital Chaplain. 

Linda Shatford 

Associate Member 
Term of Office ends 15.9.22 
I was head teacher of Milton C of E, 
now St Blaise, from 2000 to 2007. In 
2011 I came to visit colleagues at the 
invitation of the then acting 
Headteacher Ruth Leach and am 
now, once again, very much part of 
the School family. As an associate 
member of the governing body I 
support the School in much the same 
way as other governors; additionally 
I am able to offer my expertise from 
many years in education - as a 
teacher, Headteacher and Ofsted 
inspector. I have a strong connection 
to the area having grown up in 
Steventon. This is perhaps where my 
passion for the survival and success 
of small schools stem, as I attended 
the village school. 

Ruth Leach 
Headteacher 
I am Ruth Leach, Headteacher. I have been working 
at St Blaise since 2009 first as a class teacher, then 
Headteacher. I have been working in the education 
sector for over thirty years across the primary age 
ranges. In my current role I am the SENCO (special 
educational needs coordinator) and DSL 
(designated safety lead). I am also a subject lead 
and teach across the school. As a governor I work 
especially closely with the safeguarding, SEN and 
Pupil Premium Governors. It is a great privilege 
being the head of St Blaise. It is a job that I love.  



Jeenash Mistry 
Co-opted Governor 
Term of Office ends 11.1.25 
I became a father in 2019 and started to consider how I 

could help young people in education in my local area. I 

am a Chartered Mechanical Engineer with a Masters in 

Business Administration. I recently started as Head of 

Estates & Facilities at Oxford University Hospitals NHS 

Foundation Trust last year. As an engineer my interests 

are in in STEM subjects and promoting sustainability. I 

also try to promote the environmental impact that our 

day-to-day activities creates and how this may affect 

future generations.  

James Hodge 
Parent Governor 
Term of Office ends 8.3.25 
I am a parent to our twins Oliver and Evie, presently in 

Willow, and Maggie who will hopefully join the school 

after Red Dragon. I achieved BSc (Hons) Building 

Surveying at Northumbria University in 2005, and went 

on to become a chartered surveyor in 2007 - I am now a 

partner in the same firm I joined on graduation, leading 

a project management service across the South East. 

My interests and pastimes include spending time with 

my family on days out around National Trust parks and 

the like, cooking, gardening, skiing (not been for a long 

time) and watching Arsenal! I would like to be able to 

contribute something in return for all of the 

development afforded to our growing family at the 

school. 

Tim McGrath 
Associate Member 
Term of Office ends 10.5.25 
I have a son and twin toddlers and wanted to be involved 
in their education. I am a member of Red Dragon Pre-
school Charity Committee and previously served as a Vice 
Chair on the Parish Council in Milton.  
 
I am employed at BMW Mini plant Oxford where I have 
worked for 20 years. I started of as an apprentice and, 
once qualified, became an electromechanical engineer. I 
have spent over one year working abroad mainly in 
Germany. I have progressed through my roles and I’m 
currently a Technical Process Leader. I have recently 
started a second apprenticeship in leadership.  
  
Most of my spare time is taken up with my children but 

when I have time I enjoy cooking especially on a BBQ. 



Reverend Phil Sutton 
Ex-Officio Foundation Governor 
Term of Office ends 5.11.22 
Phil originally trained as a medical engineer 
and worked for twenty years in children’s and 
new-born intensive care units developing a 
range of implantable heart monitors and life 
support systems. Following ordination, he 
returned to the NHS to serve as a lead for 
hospital chaplaincy and bereavement services 
in Bath, Bristol and Oxford. Phil retains a close 
involvement in medical ethics and specialist 
bereavement support for parents who have 
lost a child. Phil and his wife Jane work with 
the Dogs for Good charity, training assistance 
dogs for adults and children. 

Claire Hammond 
Parent Governor 
Term of Office ends 31.5.23 

I am a parent of a child in Poplar 

Class. I am a stay-at-home parent 

and have time (when my son is at 

school) to volunteer and help St 

Blaise achieve the best that they can 

for the children. I have four older 

children, three of whom attended 

the school. St Blaise helped them get 

to where they are today in their 

working lives – being a governor 

provides me with the opportunity to 

give something back to the school 
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