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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to 
fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s 
experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life 
chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good 
parenting and high-quality early learning together provide the foundation children 
need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.” 
 
(Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021) 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) refers to children from birth to five years of 
age. For us at St Blaise this means children in the Reception year and children 
attending Red Dragon, the on-site pre-school. 

The Statutory Framework for Early Years ensures all children are given the opportunity 
to experience the best possible start to their education, to develop solid foundations 
which will ensure that they flourish throughout their school years and on into 
adulthood. It is a single framework for care, learning and development. 
 

2. AIMS 

This policy aims to ensure: 
• That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the 

knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school and life. 

• Experiences within the first year of school are carefully planned with provision 
that takes account of each child’s differing starting points and individual needs. 

• Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good 
progress and no child gets left behind. 

• We develop close, caring and respectful relationships with the children in 
Foundation Stage and their families. 

• Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-
discriminatory practice 
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• That statutory guidance is followed and progression throughout the year 
enables children to have the foundation skills ready to begin Key Stage 1. 
 

3. LEGISLATION 

This policy is based on requirements set out in the Statutory Framework for the Early 
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), September 2021. 
 

4. PRINCIPLES 

The EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) is based upon four main principles.  
i. The Unique Child 

ii. Positive Relationships 
iii. Enabling Environments 
iv. Learning and Development 

 
i. The Unique Child 
At St Blaise C of E Primary School, we recognise that every child is unique. We 
recognise children develop in individual ways, at varying rates. Children all have the 
potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured learners. By our use of 
praise and encouragement, as well as our use of celebration and rewards, we ensure 
all children develop a positive attitude to learning. 
 
Inclusion 
We value the diversity of individuals within our school. All children at St Blaise C of E 
Primary School are treated fairly, regardless of race, gender, religion or abilities. All 
children and their families are valued within our school. We believe all our children 
matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best by taking account 
of the children’s range of life experiences when planning for their learning. 
 
In the Foundation Stage we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the 
needs of our children. We achieve this by planning to meet the differing needs of 
individual children, children with special educational needs, children who are more 
able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, 
children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds. From 
time to time children may need additional support above that given to all pupils. 
Should children have ‘special needs’ these needs are identified and discussed with 
parents and carers and a plan of action put in place. Mrs Leach is our Special 
Educational Needs Co-ordinator. 
 

Welfare 
It is crucially important all children in the school are ‘safe’. Children are helped to 
understand boundaries, rules and limits and why they are needed. They are helped to 
make the right choices to keep themselves safe - an important life skill. We feel 
children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to recognise and 
avoid hazards. 
 
With safeguarding paramount, we: 

• promote the welfare of children. 

• promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking 
appropriate action when children are ill. 
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• manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage 
of development and individual needs. 

• ensure all adults who look after the children, or who have unsupervised access 
to them, are suitable to do so. 

• ensure the premises, furniture and equipment are safe and suitable for 
purpose. 

• ensure every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and 
development experiences tailored to meet their needs. 

• maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe and efficient 
management of the class and to meet the needs of all the children. 
 

ii. Positive Relationships 
At St Blaise we recognise children learn to be strong, confident and independent from 
being in secure relationships. 
 
Parents as Partners 
We recognise parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value 
being partners with them in their child’s education through: 

• talking to parents about their child before they start school, visiting them at 
home and in the pre-school setting. 

• offering both parents and children the opportunity to spend time in Oak Class 
before starting school. 

• holding an induction meeting with all parents in the term before entry so 
parents can meet each other, all staff, and ask any questions. 

• operating an open-door policy, both in person and via email, for parents with 
any queries. 

• sharing regularly the children’s ‘Learning Journey’, valuing the ongoing 
contributions to this from parents. 

• having a home/school book, and a link to Google Classroom, providing ideas of 
how parents can support at home, along with the opportunity to communicate 
regularly. 

• holding a range of activities throughout the year that encourage collaboration 
between child, school and parents e.g. ‘Stay & Play sessions’, parent 
workshops, curriculum meetings, Sharing Assemblies. 

• providing three formal parent-teacher consultations per year. 

• sharing a written report for each child’s attainment and progress at the end of 
their time in the Foundation Stage. 
 

All staff involved with the EYFS aim to develop good relationships with all children, 
interacting positively and taking time to listen to them. We have very close links with 
Red Dragon pre-school, which is on site, and links with other pre-schools and nurseries. 
This includes discussing each individual child and their transition into school. 
 
iii. Enabling Environments 
At St Blaise we recognise the physical environment plays a key role in supporting and 
extending children’s development. 
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The Learning Environment 
The Foundation Stage area is organised to allow children to explore and learn securely 
and safely. There are areas where the children can be active, quiet and creative, both 
indoors and outdoors. Daily, uninterrupted sessions outside have a positive effect on 
children’s development across all areas of learning. Being outdoors offers 
opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when 
indoors. Children can explore, use their senses, and be physically active and exuberant. 
At St Blaise we are lucky to have an exceptional outdoor learning space. 
 
Observing children and assessing their interests, development and learning, is an 
important part of our teaching and the learning environment. These observations 
ensure we plan challenging, but achievable activities and experiences. 
 
Observation, Assessment and Planning 
Staff are skilled at observing children, identifying their achievements, interests and next 
steps for learning. These observations lead the direction of planning for themes and 
activities, ensuring high levels of motivation and enthusiasm for learning. 
 
The planning objectives within the Foundation Stage are from the Development 
Matters Statements from the Early Years Foundation Stage documentation. We make 
regular assessments of children’s learning and we use this information to ensure future 
planning reflects individual needs. Assessment in the Foundation Stage takes the form 
of both formal and informal observations. 
 
At the end of their foundation year in school, children’s progress is recorded on to the 
EYFS Profile. The Profile provides parents and carers, practitioners and teachers with a 
well-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, their progress 
against expected levels, and their readiness for Year 1. 
 
iv. Learning and Development 
There are seven areas of learning and development that shape educational provision in 
early years’ settings. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-
connected. 
 
Three prime areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and 
enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and 
thrive. 
 
Prime Areas: 

• Communication and Language 

• Physical Development 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 
Staff support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are 
strengthened and applied. 
 
Specific Areas: 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 
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• Understanding the World 

• Expressive Arts and Design 
 
At St Blaise we deliver learning for all of the areas through purposeful play and 
planned learning experiences, supported by experienced practitioners.  
 
Early Learning Goals for each area of learning support teachers to make a holistic, best-
fit judgement about a child’s development, and their readiness for year 1. When 
forming a judgement about whether an individual child is at the expected level of 
development, teachers draw on their knowledge of the child and their expert 
professional judgement. 
 

5. TEACHING AND LEARNING 

 
“Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they learn 

to explore, relate to others, set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn  
by leading their own play, and by taking part in play which is guided by adults.” 

(Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, 2021) 
 

Much of the children’s learning takes place through play; as they explore and develop 
they make sense of the world around them. Children practise and build up ideas, and 
whilst doing so learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. 
They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children and for 
themselves, and in doing so learn to communicate as they investigate and solve 
problems. 
 

Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning guide us when planning 
children’s activities. These are:  

• Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a 
go’ 

• Active learning - children concentrate, enjoy achievements and keep on trying 
if they encounter difficulties 

• Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, 
make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things 

 
At St Blaise we deliver the curriculum through Curriculum Goals. Through each goal 
children experience a wide range of opportunities to develop key skills linked to the 
areas of learning. 
 
Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful 
play and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Staff respond to each 
child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, 
positive interactions. 
 
Learning Journeys and floor-books are used to record experiences and share 
collaborative learning. These are shared regularly with parents: for example, at termly 
Open Classroom events. 
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Phonics is taught daily through adult-led sessions, following the school’s Phonics Policy. 
 
A weekly Outdoor Explorers session focuses on the Prime Areas, providing 
opportunities to explore and experience the natural environment and changing 
seasons. 
 

6. ASSESSMENT 

When assessing whether an individual child is at the expected level of development, 
practitioners draw on their knowledge of the child and their expert professional 
judgement. 
 

7. SAFEGUARDING AND WELFARE PROCEDURES 

Our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our School’s Safeguarding 
Policy. Also see the ‘Relevant Policies and Documentation’ section below. 
 

8. ROLE OF THE GOVERNING BODY 

It is the role of the Governing Body to monitor and review this policy and its practices. 
In particular governors: 

• Monitor the learning environment and teaching strategies in light of 
current health and safety regulations 

• Monitor how effective the learning and teaching strategies are in terms of 
ensuring children have a positive start in their foundation year schooling, 
and how effective they are in ensuring all children make progress in all 
areas of learning. 

• The lead governor for EYFS takes a particular interest in the class, making 
regular visits, reporting to FGB. 
 

9. MONITORING AND REVIEW 

• This policy is a working document. It is therefore open to change and 
restructure, as and when appropriate. 

• At every review, this policy is shared with the Governing Board; shared with 
parents and carers, and published on the school’s website. 
 

10. RELEVANT POLICIES AND DOCUMENTATION  

This policy should be read in conjunction with these documents: 

• Development Matters 

• Letters and Sounds 
 
All school policies apply to Early Years Foundation Stage of particular relevance will be:  

• Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 

• Special Educational Needs Policy 

• Supporting Pupils with medical Needs 

• First aid and Illness Policy 

• Lost and uncollected child Policy  

• School Visitors 

• Personal and Intimate Care Policy  

• Complaints Policy 



Early Years Policy, December 2021, page 8/8 

 
With regard to the curriculum and Learning and Teaching all school policies include 
information on EYFS eg:  

• Calculation Policy 

• Learning and Teaching  

• Assessment Policy 
 

All of the above are on the school website, with paper copies available from the school 

office. 

 

The EYFS Curriculum is on the following pages. 



 

 

EYFS Curriculum 
Experiences, opportunities 

and skills  

The Lord God made all kinds of beautiful trees 

grow there and produced good fruit with seed in it 

according to their kinds and God saw that it was 

good.   Genesis V 1&2 

Exploring and achieving together 

Together we love and respect. We are creative, we are determined, 

we are confident, we are kind. 



 

EYFS 
What matters to us 

Developing 
relationships 
built on  
kindness 

Strong links between Red 
Dragon, other settings, 

Reception and KS1 

Outdoor Learning provides children with  
regular opportunities to connect with nature 

and explore the world around them 

Children are supported to 
become effective learners, 

showing creativity and  
determination 

Children show confidence in 
developing skills to support 

learning 

A learning Environment 
which promotes  

independence and resilience 

Play 

A child-centred, holistic 
approach to learning, 

built on love and respect 
for each other 

Exploring through wide 
ranging experiences and 
opportunities, developing 

a sense of awe and  
wonder 

A safe, nurturing and 
enabling environment 

where children are 
motivated to learn 

Stories 



Characteristics of  
Effective Learning 
Learning to be a learner 

in Reception 

Pride wall encourages 
children to celebrate 
their achievements 

Encourage children’s interests and 
provide non-fiction books to help 
them explore 

A well organised 
environment to 
support   
independence and 
collaboration with 
peers 

A range of resources to  
broaden experiences 

Offer support and  
guidance so children can explore 

through trial and error 
High quality open ended resources so 

children can play freely 

Help children to  
reflect on their  
learning through 
Learning Journeys 

Time and space for  
children to explore freely 



Communication  
and Language 

Reception 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Drawing Club 

Exploring a new story every week 

Tales Toolkit resources and 
puppets to support story-

telling together and in play 

Children are  
encouraged to ask 
questions and  
consider different 
ideas and opinions 

Role Play and small world play to act 
out known and imagined experiences 

Puzzles and games to 
support communication 

with peers 

Children are supported to have quality 
conversations and interactions with 
each other and 
with adults 

Interventions to further support 
Communication and Language 

Regularly sharing nursery 
rhymes, action songs and 

poems together 



Personal, Social and 
 Emotional Development 

Reception 

Colour 
Monster 

story  
supports 
talking 
about  

feelings 

Kindness Elves 
encourage acts 
of kindness 

Kindness tokens are  
rewarded to encourage 

acts of kindness 

Children learn to respect and  care 
for the environment and understand 

how they can make a difference 

Stories help children  
understand difference, 
feelings and behaviours 

Support children to understand 
the school values and  

demonstrate them through their 
behaviour 

As Helping Hands,  
children take  
responsibility for  
everyday tasks,  
supporting their 
friends 

Children are supported to 
form positive  

relationships through play 



Physical Development 
Reception 

Funky Fingers 

Dough 
Disco 

Pen Disco to practise  
pre-letter shapes 

Wide variety of mark-
making resources, includ-
ing whiteboards, chalks, 
paint, pencils and pens 

PE lessons, Yoga and music 
and movement 

Construction and block 
play 

Loose parts play and  
varied creative resources A creative area which 

provides opportunities to 
develop scissor skills, 
painting and model 

making. 

Opportunities to develop  
Gross Motor skills outside,  
including gardening, den  
building and construction 

Opportunities to develop 
Fine Motor skills outside, including   

potion lab and mud kitchen 

Cooking 
using a  
variety of 
utensils 



Literacy 
Reception 

Daily Drawing club  
introduces a story a week 

Daily Phonics sessions 
Opportunities for mark making 
through play, across all areas of 

learning 

Phonics based reading 
books are sent home 
with each child when  

they area ready 

Drawing club supports 
storytelling and writing 

The Message Centre encourages  
children to make meaningful marks 

A variety of non-fiction books allow chil-
dren to explore different types of texts. 

Tales Toolkit supports 
child-initiated storytelling  

A cosy and welcoming book corner  
promotes a love of reading  

Children hear a rich variety of stories, 
poems and rhymes from different  

cultures and times  



Maths 
Reception 

Finding maths in  
our daily routines 

Daily adult-led sessions to support 
number work including subitising 
and calculation 

Maths area to support  
children to explore further 

and in more depth 
Measures workshop 

Potion lab 

Block play and construction 
Concrete resources and images 

Daily counting 



Understanding the 
World 

Reception 

Learn about different  
festivals and celebrations, 

through stories, photos and 
play 

Regular opportunities to cook food 
from different countries and cultures 

using a variety of ingredients 

Me, my family, my world, supports children to 
develop a sense of belonging and  
encourages them to celebrate  
their uniqueness and  
differences 

A timeline to record Oak’s 
year supports children to talk 
about their own chronologies 

Children 
begin to 
explore 
coding 

Non-fiction books support children’s 
learning about their world 

Outdoor Explorers  
provides regular  

opportunities to explore  
in the science garden 

Visits and experiences to develop 
a wider understanding of our 

world 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore science concepts through the potion lab,  
mud kitchen, construction and STEM area 

Children are taught about 
staying safe online 



Expressive Art and  
Design 
Reception 

Regular opportunities to hear and per-
form rhymes, poetry and songs 

Puppets and storytelling 
resources, including small 

world play 

Regular music activities 

Creative area with a wide range of 
resources allows practise of skills 

through play 

Taught skills, including sewing, 
painting, collage, 
sculpture Role Play 

Opportunities to explore art-
work from a variety of artists 

Outdoor art , including 
large scale art and nature art 

Sculpture, clay, collage, box  
modelling, textiles opportunities 

Art gallery to celebrate children’s  
creations 


