
Learning organiser Year 4 Term 1b 

 

 

Key Vocabulary Geography skills to be developed Key Questions Key facts 

 

 Organisms 

 Life processes 

 Respiration 

 Sensitivity 

 Reproduction 

 Excretion 

 Nutrition 

 Habitat 

 Endangered 

species 

 Extinct 

 Deforestation 

 Rainforest 

 

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 

on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 

North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions.  

• Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries 

and describe features studied.   

• Identify the position and significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Artic and Antarctic. 

• Physical Geography including climate zones, biomes 

and vegetation belts. 

• How have habitats 

changed and what has 

the impact been on the 

animals that live 

there? 

• Where are all the 

rainforests located? 

• What are the 

different layers of the 

rainforest? 

• What is palm oil and 

why is it used?  

• What can we do to 

prevent the use of 

palm oil and to stop 

deforestation? 

• Why is it important to 

recycle and reuse? 

• What can we do to 

make a difference to 

help save our planet? 

 

Pupils will learn how about the Rainforest- they 

will develop their understanding of the layers 

of the rainforest and food/ animals found at 

the Rainforest. They will consider ways that 

animals habitats can be endangered particularly 

focusing on Orangutans. Children will visit a 

Rainforest to develop their understanding of 

sustainability and the impact of deforestation. 

Towards the end of the topic children will look 

at other ways that they can protect our planet 

including reusing/ recycling. The class will learn 

ways in which they can ‘Protect Our Planet’.  

 

Writing opportunities  Geographical 

sources 

Science  Links to the arts  Religious 

education.  

Writing will be based on the following texts: 

 

- ‘There’s a Rang Tang in my Bedroom’ by James 

Sellick 

- Globe/ map/ 

atlas.  

- Geographical 

images.  

 

- Recognise that living 

things can be grouped 

in a variety of 

different ways.  

- Explore and use 

classification keys to 

 Drama used to deepen 

children’s vocabulary and 

provide them with ideas to 

support their writing.  

Is light a 

good symbol 

for 

celebration?  

Protect Our Planet  



Children will use this text to learn about the 

impact that using palm oil has on Orangutans in the 

rainforest. Children will write persuasive letters 

which will be sent to companies that use palm oil to 

encourage them to stop using it to ‘protect our 

planet’.  

 

- ‘Where the Forest Meets The Sea’ by Jeannie 

Baker.  

Children will use this text (supported by the trip to 

the rainforest) to write setting descriptions focusing 

on the senses. They will write a descriptive piece of 

writing and will also write some poetry based on the 

images from this text.  

help group, identify and 

name a variety of living 

things in their local and 

wider environment 

- Recognise that 

environment can change 

and that this can 

sometimes pose dangers 

to living things.  
 

 Art/ Music- children will 

make rain-sticks and 

experiment with different 

instruments to create the 

sounds of the rainforest.  

 Children will practice oil 

pastel skills/ techniques when 

creating rainforest leaves.  

 D&T- Junk modelling 

 

 

Trips and Fieldwork 

  

 The Living Rainforest  

 

 

 


