St Blaise Church of England Primary School

Letter 12– 2021/22

Exploring and achieving together

26/11/21

Dear All,
We were delighted to welcome prayer spaces back to school
this week. The children entered the magical world of Narnia to talk
about forgiveness, gifts, hope and being special and unique. The space
was a lovely calm area that we all had time to relax and refresh in. We
were delighted to welcome the BeSpace team and volunteers from the Governors and
church.

There has been much excitement on the playground as the builders have begun installing
the new playground equipment. We are pleased to be the proud owners of a new gazebo,
raised huts and a super trim trail. The trim trail will be open from Monday so that the
children can explore and enjoy. The other areas will have pathways linking them that will be
installed shortly.
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On Wednesday night Beech class and Maple class spent the evening star gazing. The
children were captivated by the planets and stars they could identify. Children used a
telescope and an app to find out about the sky above Milton. Jacket potatoes, Smores and
hot chocolate were enjoyed – it was a great evening.
Thank you to all who completed the parents evening survey. We hope to introduce an
electronic booking system and we will make sure that the open classroom opportunities are
planned well in advance. Your responses really help us make positive change.
Next week Willow class will be planting trees. This is part of a nationwide campaign to plant
more trees in school grounds. This also helps us off set our carbon footprint. If anyone could
help on Monday afternoon we would be very grateful as we have sixty trees to plant.

BOBS tombola
Please can you send in donations of small Christmas/food
items for the BOBs tombola. We will have a box for
donations at the gym door for KS2 and by Oak door for Oak
and Poplar. We are happy to accept food, bottles, small
gifts, toiletries, children’s games and toys. Please support BOBS a tombola is a
great way to raise funds.

Disco tickets are now on sale from BOBS members – cash only. Dec 3rd - £3
pp.
Oak and Poplar disco 5-6pm (parents are welcome to stay but will need to wear a
mask)
KS 2 – 6.15pm – 7.30pm – (no parents please)
The will be a tuck shop at both discos
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This year Oak and Poplar class will be performing Shine Star Shine. The two classes
are working closely together so we feel that as long as there are no additional
COVID issues we would like to go ahead.
Things we will do as part of our risk assessment – have 4 performances so that we
can have fewer audience members. The hall will have roof vents and doors open so
wrap up warm. We will limit tickets to 2 per child in the first instance – once we
know our numbers then we may release more. We would also like to make a video
of the performance. Is there anyone out there that could do this for us?

Our new school pets have arrived!
We are delighted to welcome two nerite snails named Flight and Spencer. We
have a ghostfish called Casper and six guppies called, Blaise, Jack, Fred,
Bonkers, Wendy and Bob. We would like to thank Nathan for his dedication and
support for St Blaise.

Week Date
5

Please note that things are subject to change – we try and give you as much notice as possible
2nd Dec
Oak open morning
3rd Dec
rd

6
7

Event
KS2 parents invited to certificate worship 9am

3 Dec

School Christmas Discos

Tickets on sale – see
BOBs

7th Dec
8th Dec
15th Dec

2pm and 6pm – Oak and Poplar nativity
2pm and 6pm – Oak and Poplar nativity
School Christmas Dinner – wear a Christmas jumper
for Save the Children
KS2 Nativity – evening
9am Christmas service – in house
Christmas tombola
School ends 1.15pm

Ticketed event
Ticketed event
£1 per jumper

15th Dec
16th Dec
17th Dec

Ticketed event
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COVID UPDATES
Statistics show that COVID is on the rise particularly in schools. In Oxfordshire there
has been a significant increase in positive cases amongst pupils and staff over the last
three weeks. As a school we continue to be doing well but there are very real signs now
of it coming into family groups. We have a plan of action that we are ready to roll out –
this includes facemasks/ groupings/ social distancing etc. The triggers for schools to
start putting back measures is 10% of pupils/staff in a class.
The risk assessment can be found at: https://www.st-blaise.oxon.sch.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2021/10/COVID-risk-assessment-Ocotber-2021.pdf
If a member of your family has tested positive then you must get all members of
the family tested and not come in until you have a negative result – this is new
OCC guidance.

The staff and I hope that you have a lovely weekend – stay safe
Mrs Leach and the St Blaise team
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