
 
  

        The Lord God made all kinds of beautiful trees grow there and 

produce good fruit with seed in it according to their kinds and God saw 

that it was good.  

Genesis V1&2 
 

 
Annual Report of the Governing Body to the Community for 
the Year 2020-21 

 
Ethos, Values and Logo 
 
St Blaise has reached a very important time in its history with the expansion taking 
place so it was decided the time was right to develop our logo, ethos and values. You 
will see the new logo at the top of this report and this was created using the 
thoughts of the children, staff, parents and governors to illustrate what St Blaise 
represents. 
 
The pupils commented that; 
 
‘The human branches celebrate our community spreading wide,’ 
‘The coloured leaves represent the pupils and that we come in different shapes and 
sizes.’ 
‘The cross represents Christianity – we are a Christian school,’ 
‘We are stronger together, we support each other,’ 
 
Our ethos is ‘Exploring and achieving together’. 
 
Our school values:  
Together we love and respect. We are creative, we are determined, we are 
confident, we are kind. 

  
The Governors commend the dedication of the staff, ably led by Mrs Ruth Leach, the hard 
work of the pupils and support of the parents in another successful year for the school.  
Parents have played a vital role in home education, we are very grateful to you for your 
hard work and dedication to virtual learning. The second lockdown saw many more families 
taking part in home learning.  
 
The role of the Governing Body is a strategic one; its key functions are to: 

● Agree aims and objectives for the school, known as the ‘School Vision Map’. 
● Agree targets for achieving those aims and objectives. 
● Monitor the progress the school is making towards achievement of its objectives. 
● Be a source of challenge and support to the Head teacher. 

 
We aim to achieve this by meeting monthly as a Full Governing Body focusing on children’s 
progress and achievements, school development and identifying how we can further 
support the continuing success at St Blaise. 
We have welcomed three new governors this year, Jeenash Mistry, James Hodge and Tim 
McGrath. The governing board is now full! This means fresh ideas and succession planning 
can take place to ensure greater support for our school. 
 If you would like further information on our roles, please visit the governor section of the 
school website. 
 
 



Our School Vision Map for this year reflected the very different circumstances we all found 
ourselves in with COVID. 
In September 2020 we agreed two main targets; 

● To re-establish a learning ethos 
● To re-establish our school community 

Our success criteria were: 
 

● School welcomes back 100% of pupils. 
● School safely manages space. 
● The parent/carer community is positive about the return to school. 
● Clear home learning plan written for classes to roll out if suddenly shut. 
● Pupils discuss their feelings openly with trusted adults. 
● Timetables. Observations and pupil logs show pupils’ mental health and wellbeing is 

prioritised. 
● Results show progress from Sep to Dec in learning and social skills. 
● Gaps in learning are identified – staff understand individual needs and target setting 

meets the needs. 
● Pupils meet personal reading targets. 
● Statutory assessment is considered but does not drive learning. 

 
In addition to these targets we, as Governors, also have a statutory duty to track and 
monitor the progress of all pupils, paying particular attention to those with special 
educational needs and those entitled to pupil premium funding. 
Action plans are written by Mrs Leach and scrutinised by Governors on a termly basis. 
We are also responsible for ensuring all Safeguarding procedures are in place and a 
Governor meets with the school’s safeguarding leads on a termly basis. 
 
As Governors, we have monitored the progress of all targets throughout the year, with Mrs 
Leach providing regular reports and updates at our monthly meetings. The lockdown in 
January of this year has made it more challenging but we are pleased to report that we are 
seeing progress across the school with the learning ethos and school community quickly re-
establishing themselves. 
This is down to the tireless commitment and hard work of all the staff, teaching and non-
teaching, and the support of the parents and carers in getting their children back to school, 
our recent attendance rate is tremendous. 
We would like to pay particular thanks to Caroline Burgess, our caretaker, who has made 
sure that the school has been ‘COVID’ clean throughout the entire year, a truly tremendous 
achievement.  
 
We are proud to have worked closely with others as well, including the diocese, the local 
authority and neighbouring schools, alongside our on-site pre-school, Red Dragon.  Others 
include our neighbours: Milton bowls club, the football club and the Parish Council.  
 
We endeavour to ensure that we provide opportunities for our pupils whatever the 
circumstances to achieve as lifelong learners.  Our school role has increased to 98 pupils and 
we have always been committed to our Christian values, which underpin all that we do and 
our inclusive, family ethos of ‘achieving together’ as every child matters.  
  
School Expansion 
 
With the expansion of our school we will go to five classes in September. The school 
building work will continue with alterations in the existing building. Red Dragon, Oak and 
Key Stage One classes will move into the new building for September, whilst the other 
classes will remain in the original building. We have larger office and Kitchen areas that will 
be essential as we expand. 



 
The school playground is now at the rear of the school and is much larger. We have also 
gained a large expanse of grass. Some of the grass will be turned into an eleven-a-side 
football pitch and some will be used for playground equipment such as a trim trail and 
climbing frame.  The science garden will also be expanded to incorporate a larger area of 
woodland.  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff, pupils and parents/carers for 
their hard work and understanding during the period of construction. This period has meant 
an awful lot of work for Ruth especially during a pandemic and the governing board wish to 
thank her for this. 
 

 
 
 
 

Red Dragon 
Congratulations to Red Dragon for achieving healthy smiles status as celebrated in the 
Oxford mail. They have been learning about Eid as well as their usual activities. They have 
been preparing for the move to their new classroom in the new building. 
 

   
 

Oak 
Oak have had a very busy year and have particularly enjoyed spending a lot of time learning 
in the science garden. We feel so blessed to have such an amazing space to learn in and 
connect with nature. The children have enjoyed experiencing and observing the changing 
seasons and have developed great respect for the world around them.  
 



        
 
Throughout the year the children have shown great creativity. They have developed good 
relationships and have learnt how to work with their peers. 
  

     
This year has seen the introduction of Drawing Club in Reception. Each week we share and 
explore a different story. We develop our ideas and imagination through drawing and this 
has had a great, positive impact on our storytelling and writing. The children have taken real 
ownership over drawing club and often take a lead in how the story will develop over the 
week. The children decided that we should vote on what happens next and this has now 
become part of Drawing Club every week. 
 

         
 

Poplar 
Poplar have had a brilliant year learning about some very exciting topics. One of our 
favourite topics was learning all about Guy Fawkes and his terrible plot! We discovered each 
stage of  their plan, created a timeline and wrote some very interesting diary entries as if we 
were Guy Fawkes. We then created some brilliant artwork inspired by Jackson Pollock , and 
action painting is now a very popular choice when we’re painting! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poplar class also still managed to take part in a Nativity play this year. Even though they 
didn’t have a live audience, their enthusiasm and dedication was outstanding.  



 
 
 
 
 
We have also begun to spend an 
increasing amount of time 
exploring outdoors. Throughout 
the year we have observed the 
changing seasons, created some 

natural art outdoors, and we have thoroughly enjoyed exploring minibeasts. We were lucky 
enough to go on a school trip this year to a nature reserve to learn about minibeasts and 
their habitats. It was defintiely a highlight of the year for many of us.  

 
Finally, we have managed to develop some really good attitudes and resilience towards our 
maths this year. The children are developing strategies to work out some tricky calculations 
and are becoming confident when choosing and using various resources to help them. They 
have shown real determination. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Despite all of the challenges we have faced this year, we are incredibly proud of them all 
and what they have achieved.   
 

Willow 

Willow class have had a busy, productive year.  Our topics have included: Stone Age to Iron 
Age, the rainforest and the Amazon and the Greeks and the Olympics.  

Throughout the year, we have worked hard on our writing and written some great non-
fiction pieces including: instructions for washing a woolly mammoth; an explanation for a 
teacher-pleaser machine; a non-chronological report for a new species found in the Amazon 
and a balanced argument about whether sweet snacks should be banned from packed 
lunches.  

In art, we have developed our weaving, creating a Stone Age wall hanging.  In the Spring, as 
part of our D.T we improved our woodwork skills and created a picture frame to display a 
picture of our new species found in the Amazon.   



As part of our rainforest topic, we also arranged a rainforest day to raise money to sponsor 
a clouded leopard from Cotswold Wildlife Park. The children had great fun dressing up and 
taking part in different activities.   

In Science we have had a busy year investigating.  In the Autumn term, we developed our 
understanding of rocks and soils through different experiments.  In December we were all 
wowed by some great demonstrations from Science Oxford on how sound is made. We have 
also studied plants and the function of the different parts and the human body focussing on 
the skeleton, teeth and the digestive system.   

 

   
 

   
 

Maple 
 

     
 



Maple Class have had a fantastic year learning about a wide range of topics focused around 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings through to the Rivers and Waterways.  Through these topics we 
have written some amazing narratives, especially enjoying writing out own version of 
Beowulf.  As part of our Rivers topic, we shared the wordless picture book Flotsam by David 
Weisner which enabled us to let our imaginations run wild as we explored the strange and 
magical world of the ocean captured by the magical underwater camera.   
Throughout our work in science, we have learnt about levers pulleys and gears through 
investigations.  We have explored electricity creating our own light up Christmas cards.  We 
are currently taking part in a project with the Association for Science Education around 
Mary Anning and her importance as a palaeontologist. We have also had the opportunity to 
take part in virtual workshops with Rutherford Appleton Laboratory on Edible Atoms and 
Computing and the Mars Rover.  
Stem week was a highlight where we learnt about our digestive systems creating our own 
models of the intestines – messy but fun!  The amazing ear gongs surprised us all and many 
children thought they sounded like Big Ben chiming in their ears.  We also had the chance to 
hear from different people in their jobs as to how important STEM and especially maths is in 
their day to day work. 
 

 
 
 
Finally, good luck to our year six children who are moving on from St Blaise to their 
secondary schools in the autumn.  We have children going to five different local secondary 
schools this year. Although live transition has not been feasible we are sure that they will 
settle in quickly and enjoy the next stage of their journeys. 
 
The school’s expansion is a major factor going forward with additional classes and staff as 
we utilise fully the new classrooms. We look forward to celebrating the opening of new 
spaces on October 22nd where we hope to bring people together to celebrate the beginning 
of a new chapter in our schools history. 
 


