
  Collective Worship Policy 2020 
 
 
 

     1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Collective Worship 

Policy 
 

 

 

Mission Statement 

St. Blaise provides inspiration through Christian values  

enabling all to become the best that they can be. 
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Aim 

The staff and Governors at St Blaise, in partnership with the Diocese of Oxford, aim to enable 

pupils to develop as honest, caring and thoughtful members of both the School and wider 

communities. We believe that they should understand the difference between right and wrong 

and know that each person is a unique individual whose well-being is important to us all.  All acts 

of worship promote our school Christian values – love, peace, respect, determination, creation 

and creativity. 

Collective worship will enrich the experiences of pupils by: 

• providing an opportunity for pupils to worship God 

• promoting a common ethos with shared values and reinforcing positive attitudes 

• promoting racial harmony and respect for all, combating prejudice and discrimination 

• enabling pupils to reflect on and question issues such as belonging to the school 

community, the wider community and to humanity as a whole 

• reinforcing a sense of community and cohesion through appreciating those things we 

have in common 

• supporting pupils in the development of spiritual, cultural and moral perspectives 

• developing a sense of the individual’s place in the world beyond the physical, material 

and the here and now 

• providing time to consider values and beliefs - both their own and those of others 

• raising awareness of difficulties experienced living a life based on values, beliefs and 

principles which may not be shared by everyone in the wider community 

• providing an opportunity to celebrate achievement and to share times of celebration 

• supporting pupils in responding to crisis at a personal and collective level and providing 

them with a vocabulary to explore feelings and responses 

• supporting those who have particular needs or who are engaged in times of crisis  

• developing a reflective approach to life. 

Guidelines 

• The Headteacher is responsible (under the School Standards and Framework Act 1998) 

for arranging the daily collective worship after consulting with the governing body. Daily 

collective worship must be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character. The precise 

nature will depend on the family background, ages and abilities of the pupils.  

• We understand worship to be a special act or occasion whose purpose is to show 

reverence to God. Collective worship will involve all members of the school coming 
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together and participating in whole school worship or class groups may gather 

individually. We expect everyone to take an active part in acts of worship. 

• In line with the 1988 Education Reform Act, which states that collective worship should 

be ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’, we normally base our worship on 

the teachings of Christ and traditions of the Christian Church. However, we conduct our 

worship in a manner that is sensitive to the individual faith and beliefs of all members of 

the School. 

• While the majority of acts of worship in our School are Christian, we also hold worship 

that reflects other religious traditions that are represented in the School and the wider 

community. 

 

Organisation of Collective Worship 

• We hold a daily act of collective worship in our school. This is made up of whole-school 

and class assemblies. 

• We conduct worship in a dignified and respectful way. We tell children that worship time 

is often a period of calm reflection. We regard it as a special time and expect children to 

behave in an appropriate way as best they can. We ask them to be quiet and thoughtful 

when asked and to listen carefully to the teachings and participate fully in prayer and 

hymns. We create an appropriate atmosphere by using music and candles or other 

objects that act as a focal point for the attention of the children. 

• The Headteacher, other members of staff, or members from local community churches or 

groups, normally conduct worship.  

• Themes of worship are taken from our school values, relevant topics of local and national 

importance, the church year and God’s Storyteller. 

• The Rev Phil joins us for worship every Thursday and once a month Jocelyn Bennet from 

the Methodist church leads worship. 

•  Displays in each classroom focusing on the value of the term are important to reinforce 

the children’s understanding of each value. Children are encouraged to add their own 

responses  to themes. 

• A central worship display is found in our hall.  There is an area for reflection and prayer 

inside and outside. 

• Parents are invited to attend certificate worship; these reflect the achievements and 

learning of the pupils. The assembly offers an opportunity to acknowledge and reward 

pupils for their achievements both in and out of school and promotes the community 

spirit of the school.  

• Parents are also invited to attend worship on special occasions, such as Harvest, 

Christmas and Easter. This promotes cohesion within the school and is a practical 
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demonstration of the way the home and the school work together to support the 

achievements and spiritual understanding of our children. 

• Governors are welcome to attend our worship at any time. 

 

 

School Prayers 

 

The School Prayer is said weekly and on special occasions.  Our lunchtime prayer is said on a daily 

basis.  These reinforce a sense of the school community and calm reflection. 

  

 

School Prayer     

Our Heavenly Father, 
Thank you for the gift of learning here at Saint Blaise, 
Help us on the journey of life so that we can do our best, 
Give us love in hearts today, 
Amen 
 

 

Lunchtime Prayer 

Various 

 

School songs and story 

Our school hymn is the Journey of Life and our school song is The Best that I can be.  both were 

selected by the children in July 2012 and have been regularly reviewed to ensure that they 

remain relevant.  They form part of collective worship on a regular basis. 

Our school is linked to St Blaise. Displays, our stained glass window, and an annual act of worship 

on St Blaise’ day mark our link to the parish church in Milton Village. 

Right of Withdrawal 

• All pupils are expected to attend worship. However, any parent can request permission 

for their child to be excused from attending religious worship and the school will make 

alternative arrangements for the supervision of the child during the period concerned. 

Parents do not have to explain or give reasons for this. This complies with the 1944 

Education Act and was restated in the 1998 Education Reform Act. 

• You have the right to withdraw your children from Acts of Worship, we would encourage 

you to come and discuss the matter, but should you prefer please write to the 

headteacher.  

 



  Collective Worship Policy 2020 
 
 
 

     5 
 

 

Monitoring and Review 

• It is the role of the named School governor with responsibility for religious education and 

collective worship to monitor the policy and practice of collective worship. The governor 

concerned liaises with the co-ordinator before jointly reporting to the governors on 

religious education and collective worship within the subject reporting schedule. 

 

Relevant Policies and Documentation 

▪ Aims and Mission Statement 

▪ Learning and Teaching Policy 

▪ Inclusion Policy 

▪ Equality Policy and Equality Plan and Diversity Statement 

▪ RE Policy and scheme of work 
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