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If there are any COVID cases in your close family group, please let the school 

office know so that we can follow procedures.  
 

Letter 14        20th November 2020 
 
Dear All, 
               Another great week – attendance has been fantastic and COVID free.  As the 
weather changes please make sure that the children have appropriate clothing including 
sensible shoes and a coat (labelled).  Hot meals will be starting from Monday; the Menu is 
on the school website and a copy attached to this email. 
 

We have decided to suspend our no sweets for birthday’s policy this 
academic year (Sep 2020-July 21). If children have a birthday to celebrate 
and you would like to bring in small individually wrapped sweets or 
chocolate please do.  Staff will hold them for 72 hours so bring them a few 
days before if you would like them handed out on the day. 

 

Christmas news 
Cards – children are welcome to give Christmas 
cards to the children in their bubble.  We will also 
send home stars for families to decorate and write 
Christmas messages on. We will laminate and 
display along the fence line so that everyone can 
be filled with joy!  
 

This year class bubbles will produce a short play/ celebration that you will be able to watch in the 
last week of term.  We will have Christmas lunch on Wednesday 16th December and try to make the 
school as festive and fun as we can. 

 
Advent – we will be having an electronic advent calendar on the school website – 
each day children’s work will appear behind a stocking – look out for details. 
 

 
    Street tag 

 
 

 

Please have a look at this fun ap – it is designed to get children out 
on walking and riding their bikes. Download the ap then use this 
QR code to access our school team. You will earn points every 
time that you play. 
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Anti-bullying week 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

This is an important week in the 
school calendar. We always deliver 
the message to the children about 
speaking out, the importance of 
kindness and respecting difference.   
 
Our school diversity statement says: 
 
We offer a warm welcome to 
everyone and Our Christian Values 
ensure we take steps to educate 
about, prevent and tackle all kinds 
of bullying. 
 
If you ever felt that we were not 
living up to our statement please let 
us know. 
 
This week the children took part in a 
building confidence dance 
workshop, participated in 
Camerados activities, and attended 
class PSHE sessions. 
 
Useful websites 

 
https://www.nationalbullyinghelp

line.co.uk/ 

 
https://www.bullying.co.uk/advice-

for-parents/ 
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BoB’s News and Fundraising. 
We will be holding a Christmas raffle for BoB’s in December; the prizes will be lovely Hampers 
which we are hoping to fill one with drinks and the other Christmas goodies. The Staff have very 
kindly donated some prizes already. If you would like to contribute we would be very grateful, 
Please leave by the door in reception and let the office know.  

                                                   
Caitlin, Lilly and Baileigh are raising funds for the RSPCA. They have organised a raffle. Prizes 
include McDonald’s vouchers, cakes and many other items. The girls are doing this because 
they passionately believe in animal welfare; please support them. Every £ you send in (Cash 
please) will entitle your name to go into a draw. Please send the money into school in a clearly 
marked envelope. 
 

 
Hardship 
We are being made increasingly aware of the number of people who may find themselves 
out of work and in financial difficulty.  It is always a difficult subject for people to talk about 
but please let us know if we can help.  We are able to signpost and have contacts within the 
community that may be able to support.  Please email anyone at school, give us a ring or 
speak to one of us, if we can help we will. Please see a similar message from Rev Phil. 
 
Christmas this year seems to be bringing more anxiety and uncertainty than excitement. I receive 
news each week of another family wondering how they can afford Christmas, cope if or when they 
lose a job. Together with our school and supporting charities, our local churches have organised 
support in many practical ways for helping families who will be finding it hard to get through the 
coming winter and into 2021. Please do not worry or struggle alone, any calls made to the school 
or myself for assistance will be treated in confidence and responded to promptly. ‘To do the best 
that we can do’ applies to not only to our children both staff, governors and our church 
alike.   Thank you  Rev Phil at revphil@damascusparish.org.uk or 07507378737 
  
Phil 
  
Revd Philip Sutton 
Associate Minister, DAMASCUS Parish: 
Drayton | Appleford | Milton | 
Sutton Courtenay | Steventon 
 

 
I am making contact regarding a grant that could offer immediate relief to families finding themselves 

in financial hardship due to COVID-19 and struggling to access food and essential supplies.  We 

would greatly appreciate your assistance in sharing information about this grant with all Heads of 

Schools in South Oxfordshire and Vale of the White Horse districts.  We hope that they might know of 

eligible families who could benefit from this support. 

mailto:office.3260@st-blaise.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:revphil@damascusparish.org.uk


                        

          St Blaise Church of England Primary School 

 

School Lane, Milton Heights, Abingdon OX14 4DR   Tel: 01235 831368   Email: office.3260@st-blaise.oxon.sch.uk    

 

           Achieving together 
The councils used the DEFRA Local Authority Emergency Assistance Grant for Food and 

Essential Supplies to purchase supermarket vouchers which Citizens Advice and Wantage 

Independent Advice Centre allocate to eligible residents. To be eligible, the person requesting a food 

voucher must be: 

 a resident in South Oxfordshire or Vale of White Horse districts and is over 18 

 struggling to afford food or essential supplies due to COVID-19. 

They will not be able to request a voucher if they have already received a supermarket voucher as 

part of this scheme from the advice centres, or if someone else in their household already received a 

supermarket voucher as part of this scheme. 

The maximum spend limits of the vouchers are £250 for families (we have also opened this up to 

individuals who can request vouchers with a maximum spend limit of £100).  In addition to providing 

them with a supermarket vouchers, the advice centres can also offer advice and support to help 

individuals and families in the longer term.  
If the schools know of families that are in need of immediate relief and struggling to afford food or 
other essential supplies due to COVID-19, they should please put them in touch with Citizens Advice 
or Wantage Independent Advice Centre.    

 Citizens Advice – 0300 3309042 (South and Vale) 

 Wantage Independent Advice Centre – 01235 765348 (Vale) 

The supermarket vouchers will be available until the funds are spent or 31 March 2021, whichever is 

the sooner. 

 

Have a super weekend, 
Best wishes Mrs Leach and the St Blaise team 

Volcano Poem by Ethan Argent 
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