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Aim 

At St Blaise we aim to ensure pupils are provided with high quality learning experiences that 
allow them to reach their full potential and become lifelong learners. 
We do this by identifying effective teaching and effective learning: 
 

Effective teaching Effective learning 

Teachers enthuse and inspire pupils through exciting 
learning experiences appropriate to the phase (FS, KS1, 
and KS2) and pupils’ needs and interests. 

Children are engaged and motivated. They enjoy learning 
and use personal experiences to become lifelong 
learners. 

Teachers have good subject knowledge and 
understanding of the content they are delivering. 

Children have a clear understanding of learning, which 
challenges misconceptions. 

Differentiated well-paced learning meets the needs of all 
pupils, through well planned activities that are 
appropriately resourced. 

Children make progress through consolidation of 
previous learning or through learning new knowledge or 
a skill.  They are offered the opportunity for challenge. 

Teachers cater for every child’s preferred learning style. All children are supported to access the curriculum. 

Teachers have high expectations of behaviour. All children are able to engage in learning. 

Teachers encourage pupils to take responsibility for their 
learning, modelling how learning can take place from 
making mistakes. 

Children are encouraged to have confidence and ‘have a 
go.’ They are prepared to take risks and learn from their 
mistakes. 

Teachers use clear learning objectives, key questions and 
success criteria that are referred to throughout the 
lesson; differentiated to support the needs of differing 
groups of pupils. 

Children understand what they are learning and how to 
achieve the expected learning outcomes.  

Teachers provide feedback and marking that is clear and 
consistent; feedback enables next step identification. 
Teachers ensure that pupils have take-up time to respond 
to this feedback.   

Children can celebrate their achievement and 
understand next steps. Feedback may include ‘closing the 
gap’ or consolidation activities. 

Questioning allows teachers to find out pupils’ current 
understanding, move learning forward and assess 
progress.   

Children have opportunities to reflect and discuss their 
learning. Dialogue moves thinking and learning forward. 

Teachers use pupil’s self-assessment to inform the 
current lesson and future planning. 

Children are aware of progress made and where they are 
on their learning journey.  Children celebrate success; 
they are often inspired by other children’s good 
examples. 

Teachers make effective use of data to set challenging 
targets. 

Children are encouraged to have appropriate, but high 
expectations. 

Planning and use of support staff is well-targeted to the 
needs of groups and individuals, maximising potential 
learning for all pupils; including those identified as 
‘vulnerable’ learners. 

Children meet learning objectives and targets due to 
guided learning and support. 

IT is used appropriately and effectively to enable learning. Children are interested and motivated by a range of 
stimuli. Use of IT enhances their learning. 

Environments are stimulating. They enable pupils to 
access a range of tools that promote independent 
learning. 

Children take pride and responsibility for their 
classrooms and school.  Children are enabled to 
demonstrate self-help strategies gaining ownership and 
independence of their learning. 
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The Curriculum  
 

National Curriculum (2014) forms the basis for all subject teaching ensuring continuity and 
progression in an age related curriculum. In addition, teachers make sure the content is relevant 
and stimulating by delivering through themes and topics. At the beginning of a unit of 
work/theme/topic children input ideas about what they want to learn and find out; often 
through brainstorming questions or bringing in artefacts and resources. 
 
See Subject Guidance: Appendices 1- 11 
 
Teachers take every opportunity to make links to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
(SMSC) education: to enrich experiences; to encourage thought and reflection; to make 
meaningful links to the wider world; to reflect on what it means to be British. Children respond 
to opportunities to express thoughts and feelings and reflect on their actions: in lessons, class 
‘check-in ‘ circles, PSHE, assemblies, Pupil Parliament; and during school trips and in after school 
activities. 
 
See SMSC and British Values Policy 
 
Religious education is set by the local authority. It supports the SMSC framework. We study 
Christianity, Islam, Judaism and Hinduism through a key question and enquiry based approach. 
 
See RE policy 
 

Assessment Procedures  

Assessment is key to effective learning and teaching. Three key elements are: 
1. Formative Assessments: often referred to as Assessment for Learning (AfL) used 

continuously to identify pupils’ current stage of learning: this informs feedback and 
planning for next steps. 

2. Summative assessments: this makes use of formal tests and activities often devised for 
the end of units of work. 

3. Statutory assessments: phonic test for year 1 pupils and in year 2 if not passed in year 1 
and end of key stage tests in year 2 and 6. 

 
For detailed information see Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy. 
 

 Management  
 
The headteacher has overall responsibility for teaching and learning. Effective teaching and 
learning is assured through: 

1. A curriculum that meets legal requirements but which is relevant and inspiring 
2. A curriculum which is age and stage appropriate: paying particular attention to the 

learning needs and styles of EYFS children; vulnerable groups; and gifted and talented 
pupils. 

3. High expectations of all pupils’ achievement and progress. 
4. Rigorous monitoring that includes teaching, learning and data analysis.  
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5.  SVM- school vision map, which outlines challenging targets and success criteria for self-
improvement 

6. The role of middle leader/coordinator supporting the headteacher in monitoring and 
leading by best practice.  

7. The well-being of pupils; including meeting Health & Safety requirements. 
 

 

The Role of the subject co-ordinator  

 

All teachers at St Blaise have subject responsibilities. The School Vision Map (SVM) highlights 

subjects in focus for development in any one year. Additionally, teachers will monitor 

national developments in other subjects to ensure they meet their responsibilities. As 

coordinators teachers will:  

 Have an understanding of the requirements of the subject progression 

 Prepare policy documents, curriculum plans and schemes of work for the subject 

 Lead on the monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of the subject within the 
school 

 Interpret and analyse data to support staff to ‘diminish the difference’ by identifying 
trends 

 Ensure common standards and formats for recording and assessment 

 Produce reports on the subject for staff discussion information for governor and parents 

 Communicate all developments in the subject e.g. through staff meetings, distributing 
information, using notice boards 

 Produce annual development plans, identifying priorities which help inform the SVM 

 Encourage staff to provide effective learning opportunities for all pupils, to develop valid 
activities appropriate for children at different stages of development; which enable 
pupils to progress in the subject having regard to the three principles for inclusion:  
(a) setting suitable learning challenges 
(b) responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs 
(c) overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups 

of pupils. 

 Help colleagues to develop their subject expertise 

 Organise and monitor professional development in the subject 

 Liaise with relevant organisations regarding the subject, e.g. advisory teachers, 
inspectors, QCA 

 Organise and advise on the contribution of a particular subject to other curriculum areas 
including cross-curricular and extra-curricular 

 Collect and audit resources,  and produce updated lists of books, materials and 
equipment relevant to the subject. 

 

Inclusion: Special Educational Needs, Inclusion, Equal Opportunities 
 
At St Blaise we recognise the responsibility of all schools to provide a broad and balanced 
curriculum for all pupils. The National Curriculum is the starting point for planning a curriculum 
that meets the specific needs of individuals and groups of pupils. We have adopted the 
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statutory inclusion statement on providing effective learning opportunities for all pupils. When 
planning teachers will modify, as necessary, the National Curriculum programmes of study to 
provide all pupils with relevant and appropriately challenging work at each key stage, in order to 
provide a more inclusive curriculum which: 
 

 Sets suitable learning challenges 

 Responds to pupils’ diverse learning needs 

 Overcomes potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of 
pupils. 
 

Teachers will teach the knowledge skills and understanding in ways which suit pupils’ abilities. 
Where necessary knowledge, skills and understanding may be chosen from earlier so that 
individual pupils can make progress and show what they can achieve. Where pupils with special 
educational needs make extensive use of content from an earlier key stage we recognise that 
there may not be time to teach all aspects of the age-related programmes of study.  For pupils 
whose attainments are significantly below the expected levels a much greater degree of 
differentiation will be necessary. In these cases teachers may use the programme of study as a 
resource or to provide a context in planning learning appropriate to the age and requirements 
of their pupils.  
 
For pupils whose attainments significantly exceed the expected level, teachers will plan suitably 
challenging work that extends the breadth and depth of study. 
 
In order to ensure that they meet the full range of pupils’ needs teachers are aware of the 
requirements of the relevant equal opportunities legislation, including the Sex Discrimination 
Act, 1975; the Race Relations Act 1976; and the Disability Discrimination Act, 1995. 
Teachers will take specific action to respond to pupils’ diverse needs by; 
 

 Creating effective learning environments including adaptation to suit specific needs 

 Securing their motivation and concentration 

 Providing equality of opportunity through teaching approaches 

 Using appropriate assessment approaches 

 Setting targets for learning which build on pupils’ knowledge, experience, interests and 
strengths and are attainable and yet challenging and help pupils to develop their self-
esteem and confidence in their ability to learn. 

 Consider the learning styles of pupils. 
 
Where particular pupils have learning and assessment requirements which go beyond the 
provision described above, and which must be addressed in order to overcome barriers to 
learning, For example as a result of a special educational need, disability, or linked to the pupil’s 
progress in learning English as an additional language teachers will take account of these 
requirements by: 
 

 Making provision where necessary to support individuals or groups of pupils to enable 
them to participate effectively in the curriculum and assessment in both classroom and 
fieldwork activities.  
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 Action taken to respond to the requirements of an individual, access will be met through 
greater differentiation of tasks and materials, consistent with school-based intervention 
as set out in the SEN Code of Practice. Where pupils need access to specialist equipment 
or adapted activities teachers will refer to and implement the pupil’s Education and 
Health Care (EHC) plan and work closely with representatives of other agencies who 
may be supporting the pupil.  

 

Governors’ Role  
 
It is the role of the Governing Body to monitor and review this policy and its practices. In 
particular governors should through the Lead Governor and Deputy Lead Governor for Learning 
and Teaching: 

 Monitor the implementation of the SVM (which includes Ofsted action targets) 

 Analyse progress and attainment data of all pupils; with particular emphasis on the 
achievement of vulnerable groups (SEND, Pupil Premium, Ethnic Minority, EAL and 
Gifted and Talented) * 

 Receive reports from the headteacher and middle leaders on the effectiveness of 
Learning and Teaching in raising attainment 

 Promote and ensure inclusion and equal opportunities for all pupils 

 Monitor teaching strategies in light of current health and safety regulations 

 Ensure that staff development and performance management practices promote high 
quality teaching. 
 

*The Inclusion Governor has a particular role in monitoring provision for these pupils; see 
the Inclusion Policy. 

 

Review 

This policy is a working document. Therefore it is open to change and restructure as and when 
appropriate. The current appendix is based on the Curriculum 2014. 
 

Relevant policies and documentation  

This policy should be read in conjunction with these documents: 

 Special Educational Needs Policy  and Development Plan 

 Pupil Premium Policy and Development Plan 

  Sports Development Plan 

 Inclusion Policy 

 Equality Policy and Plan 

  Behaviour Policy 

  Anti-bullying Policy 

  Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 

  EYFS Policy  

  SMSC and British Values Policy 

 RE Policy 

 All subject specific Policies  including Computing 
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 Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy 
  

Appendix list 

1 - English 

2 - Mathematics (read in conjunction with Calculation Policy) 

3 - Science 

4 - Art and design 

5 - Design and technology 

6 - Geography 

7 - History 

8 - Languages 

9 -  Music 

10 - PE 

11  - RE (read in conjunction with RE policy) 

 

 
 

Subject:  English                                                                                                          Appendix number            1                  

 
Purpose of study  
A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can 
communicate their ideas and emotions to others, and through their reading and listening, others can 
communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, 
emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such 
development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already 
know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, 
therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively 
disenfranchised. 
 
The Aims of Teaching English 

 To promote enjoyment and confidence in all areas of literacy 

 To read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

 To develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  

 To acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 
conventions for reading, writing and spoken language  

 To appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  

 To write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range 
of contexts, purposes and audiences  

 To use discussion in order to learn; to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and 
ideas  
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 To be competent in the art of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 
demonstrating to others and participating in debate 

 To apply key literacy skills in meaningful contexts across the curriculum. 
 
Programme of study 
 
Key Stage 1 
During Key Stage 1 pupils learn to speak confidently and listen to what others have to say. They begin to 
read and write independently and with enthusiasm. They use language to explore their own experiences 
and imaginary worlds. 
 
Speaking and listening 
Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language 
that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar, and for their 
understanding of reading and writing. Teachers should therefore ensure the continual development of 
pupils’ confidence and competence in spoken language and listening skills.  Pupils learn to speak clearly, 
thinking about the needs of listeners, also learning how to listen carefully to what others are saying, so 
that they can remember the main points. They learn to use language in imaginative ways and express 
their ideas and feelings through drama activities. 
 
Reading 
During Key Stage 1 pupils’ interest and pleasure in reading is developed as they learn to read confidently 
and independently. They focus on words and sentences and how they fit into whole texts. Skilled word 
reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words 
(decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words.  During group discussions pupils are 
encouraged to work out the meaning of straightforward texts and express an opinion.  Reading regularly 
increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they might otherwise rarely hear or use in 
everyday speech. Reading also fuels pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-house of wonder and 
joy for curious young minds.  Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of 
vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the world.   
 
Writing 
During Key Stage 1 pupils start to enjoy writing and see the value of it. They learn to communicate 
meaning in narrative and non-fiction texts and, spell and punctuate correctly. 
It is essential that daily teaching develops pupils’ competence in both transcription and composition.  
Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, spelling quickly and accurately 
through knowing the relationship between sounds and letters (phonics).  Effective composition involves 
forming, articulating and communicating ideas, and then organising them coherently for a reader.  
Writing also depends on fluent and legible handwriting. 
 
SPAG – Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 
Opportunities for pupils to enhance their vocabulary arise naturally from their reading and writing. As 
vocabulary increases, teachers show pupils how to understand the relationships between words and 
how to develop their understanding of language. They also teach pupils how to work out and clarify the 
meanings of unknown words and words with more than one meaning.  Pupils are also taught to control 
their speaking and writing consciously and to use Standard English.    
 
Key Stage 2 
During Key Stage 2 pupils learn to change the way they speak and write to suit different situations, 
purposes and audiences. They read a range of texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them. 
They explore the use of language in literacy and non-literacy texts and learn how language works. 
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Speaking and listening 
During Key Stage 2 pupils develop a capacity to explain their understanding of books and other reading, 
and to prepare their ideas before they write. They are assisted in making their thinking clear to 
themselves as well as to others; teachers ensure pupils build secure foundations by using discussion to 
probe and remedy their misconceptions.  
 
Pupils are taught to understand and use the conventions for discussion and debate. All pupils are 
supported to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the artistic 
practice of drama. Pupils adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding appropriately to others 
in role. They have opportunities to improvise, devise and script drama for one another and a range of 
audiences, as well as to rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully to drama and theatre 
performances. 
 
Reading 
During Key Stage 2 pupils read a range of materials with enthusiasm and use their knowledge of words, 
sentences and texts to understand and respond to meaning. They increase their ability to read 
challenging and lengthy texts, analysing and discussing them with others.  Comprehension skills develop 
through pupils’ experience of a range of stories, poems and non-fiction and high-quality discussion with 
the teacher and other pupils. All pupils are encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction 
texts to develop an understanding of themselves and the world in which they live; to establish an 
appreciation and love of reading; and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. 
 
Writing  
During Key Stage 2 pupils develop an understanding that writing is both essential to thinking and 
learning, and enjoyable in its own right. They learn the main rules and conventions of written English and 
start to explore how the English language can be used to express meaning in different ways. In addition, 
pupils are taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. Writing down ideas fluently depends on 
effective transcription and understanding the morphology (word structure) and orthography (spelling 
structure) of words. Effective composition involves forming, articulating and communicating ideas, and 
then organising them coherently for a reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose 
and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. Writing also depends on 
fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy handwriting. 
 
SPAG– Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 
Opportunities for pupils to enhance their vocabulary arise naturally from their reading and writing. As 
vocabulary increases, teachers show pupils how to understand the relationships between words, how to 
understand nuances in meaning, and how to develop their understanding of, and ability to use, figurative 
language. They also teach pupils how to work out and clarify the meanings of unknown words and words 
with more than one meaning.  
 
 
At St Blaise we use the following strategies 

 Teach daily literacy lessons 

 Teach daily phonics/spelling lessons 

 Daily Shared Reading 

 Daily Handwriting lessons 

 Daily Guided Reading 

 Shared and Guided writing 

 Provide a variety of topic related contexts to practise and apply literacy skills  
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 Provide weekly homework. 

 Apply literacy skills in other areas of the curriculum 

 Strive to provide an environment where children are inspired to read and write 

 Learning walls and toolkits to support independent writing 
 
Assessment strategies 

Reception  AfL is used to inform planning and teaching  

 Baseline assessment – Sep 

 Assessment using Tapestry – online profile 

 End of Reception assessment – July 

Years 1-6  AfL is used to inform planning and teaching 

 Ongoing teacher assessment using year group related expectations for 
reading and writing 

 Assessment of reading and writing during assessment weeks three 
times a year 

 Writing moderated within school three times a year. 

 Salford reading test 

 Young’s Spelling Test 

Year 1  Phonics screening test in the Autumn and Spring terms  

 Standardised phonics screening test in the summer term 

Year 2  Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs) in reading, SPAG and writing in the 
summer term 

Year 3-5  Non-statutory assessments of reading, SPAG and writing in the summer 
term 

Year 6  Standardised tests in reading, SPAG and writing in the summer term 
 

 

Subject:  Mathematics                                                                                                                     Appendix  2 

 
Mathematics teaches us how to make sense of the world around us through developing a child’s ability 
to calculate, to reason and to solve problems. It enables children to understand and appreciate 
relationships and pattern in both number and space in their everyday lives. Maths is a creative and 
interconnected subject, it supports children to reason and appreciate the beauty and power of 
mathematics. Maths should also harbour a sense of curiosity and enjoyment. 
 
The Aims of Teaching 

• To promote enjoyment and enthusiasm for learning through practical activity, exploration and 
discussion; 

• To promote confidence and competence with numbers and the number system; pupils become 
fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics. Pupils will be recall knowledge rapidly and 
accurately; 

• To reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, pupils justify and prove using 
mathematical language; 

• To develop the ability to solve problems through decision-making and reasoning in a range of 
contexts; 

• To develop a practical understanding of the ways in which information is gathered and 
presented; 

• To explore features of shape and space, and develop measuring skills in a range of contexts; 
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ICT 
Calculators will be introduced at the end of KS2.  ICT will be used to support mathematics teaching and 
provide appropriate practise for concepts.  It will also be used to represent data – linking to science and 
geography.   

 
Language 
Quality and variety of language is very important. Pupils must develop linguistically across all areas.  
Pupils need to use and understand the language of maths. Pupils need to express themselves clearly and 
coherently. 
 
Programme of study 
Mathematics is a core subject in the National Curriculum (2014): statutory requirements are the basis for 
implementing the programmes of study for mathematics. 
 
In Foundation Stage, we relate the mathematical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out 
in the Early Learning Goals, which underpin the curriculum planning for children in foundation. 
 
We carry out curriculum planning in mathematics in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-
term). It is the class teacher who completes the weekly plans for the teaching of mathematics. These 
weekly plans list the specific learning objectives for each lesson and give details of how the lessons are to 
be taught. 
 
Assessment strategies 
Regular formative assessments are made in mathematics.  ‘Not as we know it’ targets are used with the 
pupils.  Data is inputted into Integris where summative assessments are formed.   
Sandwell maths assessments are used in KS1, and with some KS2 pupils: resulting ‘maths ages’ are used 
to track progress.  Regular mental maths assessments are completed so that pupils can be supported in 
recalling number facts and tables at speed.  
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Subject:  Science                                                                                                                   Appendix number     3                      

 
Science is an integral part of modern culture.  It stretches the imagination and creativity of young people.  
Science stimulates and excites pupils’ curiosity about phenomena and events in the world around them.  
Scientific method is about developing and evaluating explanations through experimental evidence and 
modelling.  This is an essential part of critical and creative thought. 
 
The Aims of Teaching 

 Our aim at St Blaise is to develop an enthusiasm and interest in Science.  

 To enable pupils to use their natural curiosity to explore and investigate the world around them. 

 To develop investigative, problem solving and enquiring skills; to apply to all contexts of life. 

 To encourage pupils to observe, explore and ask questions about the world. 

 To support pupils in collecting evidence to help them answer questions and to share and 
communicate findings.  

 To prepare pupils for life in an increasingly scientific and technological world. 

 To encourage pupils to have a concern about, and active care for, our environment. 

 To develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines of 
biology, chemistry and physics.  

 To develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through different 
types of science  

 To be equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications 
of science, today and for the future. 

 
Programme of study 
The programmes of study for science are set out year-by-year for Key Stages 1 and 2. Teachers are, 
however, only required to teach the relevant programme of study by the end of the key stage. Within 
each key stage, there is the flexibility to introduce content earlier or later than set out in the programme 
of study. In addition, key stage content can be introduced during an earlier key stage if appropriate.  The 
school curriculum is set out year by year in a separate document. 
 
‘Working and thinking scientifically’ must always be taught through and clearly related to substantive 
science content in the programme of study.  
 
Pupils read, spell and pronounce scientific vocabulary correctly appropriate to each key stage. 
 
Key Stage 1 
The principal focus of science teaching in Key Stage 1 is to enable pupils to experience and observe 
phenomena, looking more closely at the natural and humanly-constructed world around them. Pupils are 
encouraged to be curious and ask questions about what they notice. They are helped to develop an 
understanding of scientific ideas by using different types of scientific enquiry to answer their own 
questions: including observing changes over a period of time, noticing patterns, grouping and classifying 
things, carrying out simple comparative tests, and finding things out using secondary sources of 
information.  
 
Pupils begin to use simple scientific language to talk about what they have found out and communicate 
their ideas to a range of audiences in a variety of ways.  
 
Most of the learning about science is done through the use of first-hand practical experiences, but there 
is also use of appropriate secondary sources, such as books, photographs and videos.  
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Pupils read and spell scientific vocabulary at a level consistent with their increasing word reading and 
spelling knowledge at key stage 1. 
 
Lower Key Stage 2 
The principal focus of science teaching in Lower Key Stage 2 is to enable pupils to broaden their scientific 
view of the world around them. They do this through exploring, talking about, testing and developing 
ideas about everyday phenomena and the relationships between living things and familiar environments, 
and by beginning to develop their ideas about functions, relationships and interactions.  
 
Pupils ask questions about what they observe and make some decisions about which types of scientific 
enquiry are likely to be the best ways of answering them: including observing changes over time, 
noticing patterns, grouping and classifying things, carrying out simple comparative and fair tests and 
finding things out using secondary sources of information.  
 
Pupils draw simple conclusions and use some scientific language; first, to talk about and, later, to write 
about what they have found out.  
 
Pupils read and spell scientific vocabulary correctly and with confidence, using their growing word 
reading and spelling knowledge. 
 
Upper Key Stage 2 
The principal focus of science teaching in Upper Key Stage 2 is to enable pupils to develop a deeper 
understanding of a wide range of scientific ideas. They this through exploring and talking about their 
ideas; asking their own questions about scientific phenomena; and analysing functions, relationships and 
interactions more systematically.  
 
Pupils encounter more abstract ideas and begin to recognise how these ideas help them to understand 
and predict how the world operates. They also begin to recognise that scientific ideas change and 
develop over time.  
 
Pupils select the most appropriate ways to answer science questions using different types of scientific 
enquiry: including observing changes over different periods of time, noticing patterns, grouping and 
classifying things, carrying out comparative and fair tests and finding things out using a wide range of 
secondary sources of information.  
 
Pupils draw conclusions based on their data and observations, use evidence to justify their ideas, and use 
their scientific knowledge and understanding to explain their findings. 
 
Assessment strategies 
Foundation Stage children are assessed through their Foundation Stage profiles.  
 
At Key Stages 1 &2, pupil’ achievement will be measured, termly, against scientific and investigative skills 
as well as content knowledge. This will be achieved by completing a full enquiry: with pupils taking 
increasing responsibility for planning, carrying out and recording/interpreting results. Additionally, 
attainment will be recorded against the year group related expectations.  Photographs, written work and 
observational notes will be kept as evidence.  
 
At the end of each academic year parents receive an annual report that includes Science. 
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 Subject:  Art and design                                                                           Appendix number         4                     

 
Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and 
design education engages, inspires and challenges pupils; equipping them with the knowledge and skills 
to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they are 
able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They also know how 
art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of 
our nation.  
 
The Aims of Teaching 
The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

 Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

 Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural 
development of their art forms. 

 
Programme of study 
EYFS – linked to strands: Exploring and using media and materials and Being imaginative 
 
Key stage 1 
Pupils should be taught: 

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, 
form and space 

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work 

 
Key stage 2 
Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, 
with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 
 
Pupils should be taught: 

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture 
with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

 about great artists, architects and designers in history 
 
Long and medium term plans offer an overview of the areas of art taught through Key Stage 1 and 2. 
These are based on the 2014 Primary National Curriculum. These generate learning objectives and 
outcomes. 
 
Assessment strategies 
 ‘Not As You Know It’ targets are used to assess pupils’ achievement in art. These are broken down into 
age related expectations and the specific areas of art and design. 
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Subject:  Design and technology                                                                       Appendix number    5                           

 
Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity and imagination, 
pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, 
considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. They acquire a broad range of subject 
knowledge and draw on disciplines such as mathematics, science, engineering, computing and art. Pupils 
learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens. Through the 
evaluation of past and present design and technology, they develop a critical understanding of its impact 
on daily life and the wider world. High-quality design and technology education makes an essential 
contribution to the creativity, culture, wealth and well-being of the nation. 
 
The Aims of Teaching Design and Technology 
The national curriculum for design and technology aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 Develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks 
confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world   

 Build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make 
high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users 

 Critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others 

 Understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook 
 
Programme of study 
EYFS – linked to strands: Exploring and using media and materials and Being imaginative 
 
Key stage 1 
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught the knowledge, 
understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of designing and making. They should 
work in a range of relevant contexts [for example, the home and school, gardens and playgrounds, the 
local community, industry and the wider environment]. 
 
When designing and making, pupils should be taught to: 
Design 

 design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users based on design 
criteria 

 generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, templates, mock-
ups and, where appropriate, information and communication technology 

Make 

 select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, 
shaping, joining and finishing] 

 select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including construction materials, 
textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics 

Evaluate 

 explore and evaluate a range of existing products 

 evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria 
Technical knowledge 

 build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable 

 explore and use mechanisms [for example, levers, sliders, wheels and axles] in their products 
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Key stage 2 
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught the knowledge, 
understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of designing and making. They should 
work in a range of relevant contexts [for example, the home, school, leisure, culture, enterprise, industry 
and the wider environment]. 
 
When designing and making, pupils should be taught to: 
Design 

 use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, appealing 
products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or groups 

 generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated sketches, 
cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and computer-aided design 

Make 

 select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, 
cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], accurately 

 select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including construction materials, 
textiles and ingredients, according to their functional properties and aesthetic qualities 

Evaluate 

 investigate and analyse a range of existing products 

 evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the views of others 
to improve their work 

 understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have helped shape the world 
Technical knowledge 

 apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex structures 

 understand and use mechanical systems in their products [for example, gears, pulleys, cams, levers 
and linkages] 

 understand and use electrical systems in their products [for example, series circuits incorporating 
switches, bulbs, buzzers and motors] 

 apply their understanding of computing to program, monitor and control their products  
 
Long and medium term plans offer an overview of the areas taught through key stages one and two. 
These are based on the 2014 Primary National Curriculum. These generate learning objectives and 
outcomes. 
 
Assessment strategies 
‘Not As You Know It’ targets are used to assess pupils’ achievement in D&T. These are broken down into 

age related expectations and the specific areas of design and technology. 
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Subject:  Geography                                                                                               Appendix number       6                     

 
Geography inspires pupils’ curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that remains with 
them for the rest of their lives.  Pupils learn about diverse places, people, resources and natural and 
human environments. Pupils understand how the earth’s physical and human nature is interconnected 
and changes over time. 
 
The Aims of teaching Geography 
The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 Pupils learn about the location of a range of globally significant places – human and physical 

 Understand key physical and human processes 

 Learn a range of skills including – collecting and analysing data through fieldwork, interpreting 
sources and communicating information in a variety ways. 

 
Programme of study 
 
EYFS – Linked to Knowledge and Understanding of the World strand of the EYFS curriculum. 
 
Key Stage 1 
Content 

Locational knowledge  Seven continents and five oceans 

 Four countries of UK and surrounding seas 

Place knowledge  Understand geographical similarities through studying the 
human and physical geography of a small area of the UK 

 Understand geographical similarities through studying the 
human and physical geography of a contrasting non-European 
country 

Human and Physical 
geography 

 Seasonal and daily weather, seasons in the UK  

 Location of hot and cold areas including the Poles and Equator 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary 

Geographical skills and 
fieldwork 

 Use maps and atlases and globes to investigate the countries of 
the UK  and world 

 Use compass directions 

 Describe the features of a map 

 Use aerial photos, devise perspective and maps using symbols 
and keys 

 Use simple fieldwork skills 
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Key Stage 2 
Content 

Locational knowledge  Locate the world’s countries, Europe, North and South America 
– environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics 

 Name and locate countries and cities in UK, regions including 
human and physical – hills, mountains, coasts and rivers. Land 
use, change over time 

 Position of longitude and latitude, equator, hemispheres, 
tropics, Arctic and Antarctic circles, G Meridian, time zones 

Place knowledge  A regional study within the UK 

 A regional study in a European country 

 A region within North or South America 

Human and Physical 
geography 

 Physical geography – climate zones, biomes, vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes, earthquakes and the water cycle 

 Human geography – settlement and land use, economic 
activity, trade links and distribution of natural resources – 
energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and 
fieldwork 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and IT mapping to locate countries 

 Use 8 points of a compass, 4/6 point map ref, symbols and keys 
used on OS maps 

 Fieldwork to observe, measure and record – maps, plans, 
graphs and digital media 

 

Assessment 
Foundation Stage children are assessed through the Foundation Stage profiles.  
 
At Key Stages 1 &2 pupil’ achievement will be measured, termly, against historical skills; the information 
will be stored in individual profiles.  Photographs, written work and observational notes will be kept in 
the profile as evidence.   
 
At the end of each academic year parents receive an annual report that includes geography under a 
Humanities heading. 
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 Subject:  History                                                                                                              Appendix number    7                           

 
History is about real people who lived, and real events, which happened in the past. 
History is concerned with sequence, time and chronology and is the study of evidence about the past.  It 
enables pupils to gain an understanding of the past, in relation to themselves, their families, the 
community and the wider world.  It enables pupils to make choices about the future by drawing on 
knowledge of the past.  
 
The Aims of Teaching History 
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 Develop an interest in the past and an appreciation of human achievements and aspirations 

 Understand the values of our society 

 Learn about the major issues and events in the history of our own country and of the world and 
how these events may have influenced one another 

 Develop a knowledge of chronology within which pupils organise their understanding of the past 

 Understand how the past was different from the present and that people of other times and 
places may have had different values and attitudes from ours 

 Understand the nature of evidence by emphasising the process of enquiry and by developing the 
range of skills required to interpret primary and secondary source materials 

 Distinguish between historical facts and the interpretation of those facts 

 Understand that events have a many causes and that historical explanation is provisional, 
debatable and sometimes controversial. 

 
Programme of study 
 
EYFS – Linked to Knowledge and Understanding of the World strand of the EYFS curriculum. 
 
Teachers are responsible for including all or part of the five key elements of history into topics. The key 
elements are intended as a guide to planning units of work. It may not be appropriate to include all 5 key 
elements within each study unit. 
 
The five key elements are: 
1. Chronological understanding 
2. Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 
3. Historical interpretation 
4. Historical enquiry 
5. Organisation and communication. 
 
Key Stage 1 
During Key Stage 1 pupils learn about people’s lives and lifestyles from the more recent past. They listen 
and respond to stories and use sources of information to help them ask and answer questions. They 
learn how the past is different from the present. At Saint Blaise, pupils are involved in local studies 
drawing on evidence from a wide range of sources. 
 
Key Stage 2 
During Key Stage 2 pupils learn about significant people, events and places from both recent and more 
distant past. They learn about change and continuity in their own area, in Britain and in other parts of 
the world. Pupils look at history in a variety of ways, for example from political, economic, technological 
and scientific, social, religious, cultural or aesthetic perspectives. They use different sources of 
information to help them investigate the past both in depth and in overview, using dates and historical 
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vocabulary to describe events, people and developments. They also learn that the past can be 
represented and interpreted in different ways. 
 
Assessment 
Foundation Stage children are assessed through the Foundation Stage profiles.  
 
At Key Stages 1 & 2, pupil’ achievement will be measured, termly, against historical skills; the 
information will be stored in individual profiles.  Photographs, written work and observational notes will 
be kept in the profile as evidence.   
 
At the end of each academic year parents will receive an annual report that includes history under a 
Humanities heading. 
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Subject:    Languages                                                                                   Appendix number      8                      

 
Learning other languages opens pupils’ minds to other cultures. Learning a new language fosters pupils’ 
curiosity and interest in the world.  Pupils learn to express ideas and thoughts in another language, 
through speaking and writing.  Teaching a language at primary level will provide the foundation for 
learning further languages. 
 
The Aims of Language teaching 
The national curriculum for modern foreign languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources 

 Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what 
they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving 
the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation 

 Can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they have learned 

 Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 
 

Programme of study 
EYFS – Pupils to explore other languages through songs, labels, books and theme days. 
 
Key Stage 1 - Pupils to explore other languages through songs, labels, books and theme days. 
 
Key Stage 2 – pupils will study French  

 Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 

 Explore the patterns of sounds in language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, 
sound and meaning of words 

 Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions 

 Speak in sentences using familiar vocab, phrases and basic language structures 

 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation 

 Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

 Read carefully and show understanding of words and phrases and simple writing 

 Appreciate stories, songs and poems 

 Broaden their vocab – including using a dictionary 

 Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 

 Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 

 Understand basic grammar 
 

Content 
French will be taught using La Jolie Ronde 
 
Assessment 
Pupils will be assessed against curriculum targets – pupils’ attainment will be reported to parents in KS2. 
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Subject:   Music                                                                                          Appendix number    9        

 
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high-quality music 
education engages and inspires pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians and so 
increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupil progress, they develop a 
critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best 
in the musical canon. 
 
The Aims of Teaching Music 
The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles 
and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 

 Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, 
have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the 
opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 

 Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through 
the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and 
appropriate musical notations. 

 
Programme of study 
EYFS – linked to strands: Exploring and using media and materials and Being imaginative 
 
Key stage 1 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of music 
 
Key stage 2 
Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should 
develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical 
structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 
 
Long and medium term plans offer an overview of the areas taught through Key Stages 1 and 2. These 
are based on the 2014 Primary National Curriculum. These generate learning objectives and outcomes. 
 
Assessment strategies 
‘Not As You Know It’ targets assess pupils’ achievement in music. These are broken down into age 
related expectations and the specific areas of music. 
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Subject:  Physical Education                                                                    Appendix number    10                       

 
PE at St Blaise inspires pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sport and other physically demanding 
activities.  Opportunities enable pupils to become physically confident, so that they become healthy and 
fit.  Pupils are taught the values of fairness and respect. 
 
The Aims of Physical Education teaching 
The national curriculum for PE aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 Develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities 

 Be physically active for sustained periods of time 

 Engage in competitive sports and activities 

 Lead healthy and active lives. 
 

Programme of study 
EYFS – Linked to EYFS curriculum - physical 
 
Key Stage 1 – Pupils will be taught to…. 

 Master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well as 
developing balance, agility, co-ordination, and begin to  apply these to a range of activities 

 Participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending 

 Preform dances using simple movement patterns. 
 

Key Stage 2 – Pupils will be taught to… 

 Use running, jumping, throwing, catching in isolation and in combinations 

 Play competitive games – badminton, netball, cricket, football, hockey, rugby and tennis 

 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance 

 Perform dances using a range of movement patterns 

 Take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges, individually and as part of a team 

 Compare performance, evaluate and improve. 
 
Swimming and water safety - Pupils will be taught to… 

 Swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance of at least 25m 

 Use a range of strokes effectively 

 Perform safe and self-rescue in different water based situations 
 
We follow the ASA planning and award progression 
 
Assessment 
Pupils will be assessed against curriculum targets – pupils’ attainment will be reported to parents in KS2. 
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Subject:  Religious Education                                                                     Appendix number    11                       

 
Religious Education needs to be meaningful and relevant to today’s society. We encourage pupils to have 
enquiring minds so that their critical thinking skills can be developed.  We want pupils to be motivated so 
that learning increases and their knowledge and understanding of, and empathy with, people and their 
beliefs, religious or otherwise, are enhanced.  We take seriously the right of children to make their own 
choices and decisions concerning religion and belief. RE does not try to persuade but rather inform and 
develop skills so that pupils are free to evaluate their thoughts. 
 
Within the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) framework RE is a key contributor.  Opportunities 
to develop SMSC are indemnified and enhanced in RE.   
 
Legal requirements  
The legal requirements concerning the provision of Religious Education and an Agreed Syllabus flow 
principally, from the Education Act 1996 (S. 375), the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 (SS. 69 
and 71 and Schedule 19) and the Education Act 2002 (S. 80). 
 
1. The above legislation means that in our school as a Voluntary Controlled Church of England School we 
must provide Religious Education for all registered pupils in full time education except those withdrawn 
at their parents’ request.   
 
2. A locally Agreed Syllabus must reflect the fact that ‘the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the 
main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions 
represented in Great Britain’. 
 
 3. In schools where an Agreed Syllabus applies, Religious Education must be non‐denominational. 
Teaching about denominational differences is permitted.    
 
4. In Foundation, Community Maintained and Voluntary Controlled schools, the Head Teacher, along with 
the Governing Body and the Local Authority, is responsible for the provision of Religious Education. 
Whilst, as with other subjects, there is no minimum time allocation for RE, it is expected that schools will 
provide sufficient time, in planning their whole school curriculum, to achieve the aims of the Agreed 
Syllabus and ensure their pupils have a coherent and meaningful experience of RE. In line with nationally 
accepted practice, the ASC/SACRE recommends a minimum of 5% of curriculum time as an aggregate 
over each Key Stage in order for this expectation to be met. 
  
The Aims  
As a school we follow the aims set out in the Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus (please read in conjunction). 
 
Programme of study 
EYFS –children explore RE through the Knowledge and Understanding area of the EYFS curriculum.  The 
FS Discovery curriculum is used alongside the Discovery Year 1 curriculum, on a rolling program. 
 
At Key Stages 1 & 2, we follow the Berkshire Pan Discovery scheme of work for RE this has been 
enhanced so that it meets the requirements of the Oxfordshire agreed Syllabus 2014. 
 
 ‘Challenging RE’ is designed to help teachers plan religious education that is appropriate to the needs 

and abilities of all pupils. It provides a structure and a language of progression to enable teachers do this 
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and to share it with their pupils. It helps with planning, assessment for learning, reporting and target 

setting.  Above all, regardless of the ability of the pupil, this framework enables teachers to construct 

meaningful learning experiences for, and develop higher order thinking skills, in pupils.  

 

Assessment 

It is recognised that there are aspects of RE that cannot and should not be assessed. ‘Challenging RE’ 

consists of separate sections to help pupils make progress in their religious education; to see what they 

will have done in earlier stages of learning, and what they will be expected to do in later stages. 

Assessment is a statutory requirement of the Agreed Syllabus. Schools are required to report the level of 

attainment to parents at the end of Key Stage 2 . The Agreed Syllabus has two Attainment Targets: 

 AT1 Learning about Religion includes enquiry into, and investigation of, the nature of religion. It 

focuses on (i) beliefs, teachings and sources; (ii) practices and ways of life and (iii) experience and 

expression. It includes the skills of interpretation, analysis and explanation. Pupils learn to 

communicate their knowledge and understanding using specialist vocabulary. It includes 

identifying and developing an understanding of ultimate questions and ethical issues. 

  AT2 Learning from Religion is concerned with developing pupils’ critical reflection on, and 

personal response to, their own experiences and their learning in RE. It develops pupils’ skills of 

application, interpretation and evaluation of what they learn about religion, particularly 

questions of (i) identity and belonging; (ii) meaning, purpose, truth and (iii) values and 

commitments, and communicating their responses. 

 

 

 
           


