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Curriculum overview from September 2017         Poplar Class 

Subject Learning opportunities Skills 

SCIENCE BIOLOGY 
Plants 

 Identify, name and classify a 
variety of common plants 
and trees and describe their 
basic structure. 

 Observe seeds and bulbs 
becoming mature plants 
and what conditions they 
needs to stay healthy 

Animals and humans 

 Identify, name, classify and 
describe a variety of 
animals. 

 Look at growth, basic 
needs, exercise, food and 
hygiene in humans. 

 Describe and compare 
structure of a variety of 
common animals 

 Draw and label parts of the 
human body. 

Living things and Habitats 

 Investigate differences 
between living, dead and 
things which have never 
been alive. 

 Investigate how living 
things have habitats and 
these provide their basic 

Work scientifically Ask simple questions and recognise that they can be answered in different ways. 
Observe closely, using simple equipment. 
Perform simple tests. 
Identify and classify. 
Use observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions. 
Gather and record data to help in answering questions. 

Plants Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and  
evergreen trees. 
Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants including trees. 
Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants. 
Find out and describe how plants needs water, light and a suitable temperature to grow and  
stay healthy. 

Animals including 

humans 

Identify and name a variety of common animals including birds, fish, amphibians, reptiles and  
mammals. 
Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 
Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (birds, fish, amphibians,  
reptiles, mammals and invertebrates, including pets). 
Identify name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body 
is associated with each sense. 
Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults. 
Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for  
survival (water, food, air) 
Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of 

food and hygiene. 

Living things and 

their habitats 

Explore and compare the difference between things that are living, dead and things that have  
never been alive. 
Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different  
habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants and how they depend  
on each other, 
Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats including micro-habitats. 
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needs. 

 Use simple food chains. 
 

CHEMISTRY 
Materials 

 Identify a variety of 
everyday materials 

 Describe and group 
everyday materials. 

 Compare suitability of 
materials for use. 

 Investigate how the shape 
of some solid objects can 
be changed. 

 
 
 

PHYSICS 
 Observe seasonal changes 

Describe the different weather in 

each season and the difference in 

day length. 

Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple 

food chain, and identify and name different sources of food. 

Use of everyday 

materials 

Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made. 
Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and  
rock. 
Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials. 
Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical  
properties. 
 
Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal,  
plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses. 
Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing,  

bending, twisting and stretching. 

Force and 

movement 

Investigate pushes and pulls and how things move on different surfaces. 

Light and seeing Investigate different light sources. 

Investigate the effect that different materials have on a light source. 

Recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect their eyes. 

Sound and hearing Investigate different sounds and how to change the volume, sound and pitch. 

Electrical  circuits Identify and name common appliances that run on electricity. 

Seasonal Changes Observe changes across the four seasons 

Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies 
 

COMPUTI
NG 

Pupils understand what algorithms 

are, how they are implemented as 

programs on digital devices, and 

that programs execute by following 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through 

opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment. 

 

Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as 
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precise and unambiguous 

instructions. 

 

Pupils create and debug simple 

programs. 

 

Pupils use logical reasoning to 

predict the behaviour of simple 

programs. 

Pupils use technology purposefully 

to create, organise, store, 

manipulate and retrieve digital 

content. 

 

Pupils recognise common uses of 

information technology beyond 

school. 

 

Pupils use technology safely and 

respectfully, keeping personal 

information private; identify where 

to go for help and support when 

they have concerns about content 

or contact on the internet or other 

online technologies. 

providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, 

music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology. 

 

Pupils design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling or simulating physical systems; 

solve problems by decomposing them into smaller parts. 

 

Pupils use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables and various forms of input and output. 

 

Pupils use logical reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work and to detect and correct errors in algorithms and 

programs. 

 

Pupils understand computer networks, including the internet; how they can provide multiple services, such as the World Wide 

Web, and the opportunities they offer for communication and collaboration. 

 

Pupils use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating 

digital content. 

 

Pupils select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of digital devices to design and 

create a range of programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and 

presenting data and information.. 

 

Pupils use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of 

ways to report concerns about content and contact. 

 

 

MFL To read fluently  

 

 

 

• Read out loud familiar words and phrases. 

 

Targets are both Y1&2 

I can read and understand single words 
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To write  imaginatively  

 

 

 

 

Speak confidently 

 

 

 

 

 

To understand the culture 

of the countries in which 

the language is spoken 
 

I can read and understand short phrases 

I can use simple dictionaries to find words 

 

* Write or copy everyday words correctly. 

 

Targets are both Y1&2 

I can write single words 

I can label a picture can copy a single word or phrase 

*Answer simple questions and give basic information 

 

Targets are both Y1&2 

I can join in with songs and rhymes 

I can respond to a simple command 

I can answer with a single word 

I can name people/places/objects 

 

*Identify countries and communities where the language is spoken. 

HISTORY  
Changes within living memory – 

change in national life 

 

Events beyond living memory that 

are significant nationally or globally 

 

The lives of significant individuals in 

To investigate and 

interpret the past 

 Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the 
past. 

 Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to find out about the past. 

 Identify some of the different ways the past has been represented. 

 Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past. Suggest 
suitable sources of  

 evidence for historical enquiries. 

 Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more 
accurate understanding of history. 
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Britain’s past who have contributed 

to our nation’s achievements. 

Significant historical events, people 
and places in the locality 

 

 Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history. 

I can recognise that some objects belonged to the past 

I can ask and answer questions about old and new objects 

I can spot old and new things in a picture 

I can explain what an object from the past might have been used for 

I can find out things about the past by talking to an older person 

I can answer questions using books 

To build an overview of 

world history 

• Describe historical events. 

• Describe significant people from the past. 

• Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they did. 
 
• Describe changes that have happened in the locality of the school throughout history. 
 
• Compare some of the times studied with those of other areas of interest around the world. 

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society. 

I can explain how some people have helped us to have better lives 

I can recount the life of someone famous in Britain who lived in the past. I can explain what they 
did earlier and later 

I can research the life of a famous person from the past using different sources of evidence 
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To understand 

chronology 
• Place events and artefacts in order on a time line. 

• Label time lines with words or phrases such as: past, present, older and newer. 

• Recount changes that have occurred in their own lives. 

I can explain how I have changed since I was born 

I can give examples of things that were different when my grandparents were children 

 

To communicate 

historically 
• Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, recently, when my parents/carers were 

children, years, decades and centuries to describe the passing of time. 

• Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including:  

 I can use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time ago, before, after, pasr,present, 

then and now 

 
 

GEOGRA
PHY 

*Investigate the world’s continents 

and oceans. 

* Investigate the countries and 

capitals of the United Kingdom. 

*Compare and contrast a small 

area of the United Kingdom with 

that of a non-European country. 

*Explore weather and climate in the 

United Kingdom and around 

the world. 

Investigate places *Ask and answer geographical questions (such as: What is this place like? What or who will I 

see in this place? What do people do in this place?). 

*Identify the key features of a location in order to say whether it is a city, town, village, coastal 

or rural area. 

*Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents and oceans studied. 

*Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the school and the 

key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 
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*Use basic geographical vocabulary 

to refer to and describe key 

physical and human features of 

locations.   

* Use world maps, atlases and 

globes. 

* Use simple compass directions. 

*Use aerial photographs. 

* Use fieldwork and observational 

skills. 

 

*Use aerial images and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic physical features. 

*Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

*Name and locate the world’s continents and oceans. 

I can explain where I live and tell someone my address 

I can explain where I live and tell someone my address 

I can explain the some of the main things that are in hot and cold places. I can explain 

the clothes that I would wear. 

I can explain how weather changes throughout the year and name the seasons 

I can name the four countries in the UK and locate them on a map 

I can say what I like and do not like about a place I live in 

I can see what I do and don’t like about a place 

I can describe a place outside Europe 

I can name the capital cities if the UK 

I can find where I live on a map of the UK 

I can name the continents of the world and locate them on a map 

I can name the oceans of thw world and locate them on a map 

 

To investigate 

patterns 

*Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical 

geography of a small area of the United Kingdom and of a contrasting non-European country. 

*Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot 

and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles.  

*Identify land use around the school. 

I can keep a weather chart and answer some questions about the weather 

I can explain the facilities that a village, town and city may need and give reasons 

To communicate *Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
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geographically  Key physical features 

including: beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation and 

weather.  

key human features,  

including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office and shop. 

Use compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational language (e.g. near and 

far) to describe the location of features and routes on a map. 

• Devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key. Use simple 

grid references (A1, B1). 

I can describe the key features of a place from a picture using words like, beach, 

coast, forest 

I can describe the features of an island 

I can explain how jobs may be different in other locations 

 
 

Art * Use experiences, other subjects 
across the curriculum and ideas 
as inspiration for artwork. 

*Develop and share ideas in a 
sketchbook and in finished products. 

*Explore a variety of techniques. 

*Learn about the work of a range of 

To develop ideas • Respond to ideas and starting points. 
 
*Explore ideas and collect visual information. 
 
• Explore different methods and materials as 
ideas develop 
 
Part A: discover 
Participation in arts activities – 
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artists, artisans and designers. 

Part B: find out 
Research into artists and their work 
Find out about artists and their work 
in order to develop their 
understanding of arts practice. 
Part C: share 
Sharing of their arts discovery 
Share with others what they 
enjoyed and learnt through the 
award 
 
I can show how people feel in my 
paintings and drawings 
I can create moods in my art work 

Take part in a range of arts activities in order to widen their experience and 
understanding of the arts 

To master techniques: 

Painting 

* Use thick and thin brushes. 
 
• Mix primary colours to make secondary. 
 
*Add white to colours to make tints and black to colours to make tones. 
 
I can name primary and secondary colours 
I can mix paint to create the secondary colours 
I can create brown with paint 
I can create tints by adding white 
I can create tomes by adding black 

To master techniques: 

Collage 

*Use simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately. 
 
*Experiment to create different textures. 
 
*Manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect. 
 
I can cut, roll and coil materials 

To master techniques: 

Sculpture 

• Use a combination of shapes. 

* Include lines and texture. 
 

*Use rolled up paper, straws, paper, card and clay as materials. 

I can join two clay finger pots together 

I can make a clay pot 
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To master techniques: 

Drawing 

*Draw lines of different sizes and thickness. 

*Colour (own work) neatly following the lines. 

*Sketch lightly (no need to use a rubber to correct mistakes). 

I can use pencils to create lines of different thickness in drawings 

I can choose and use three different grades of pencil when drawing 

I can use charcoal, pencil and pastel when creating art 

I can use a view finder to focus on a part before I draw i 

To master techniques: 

Print 

*Use repeating or overlapping shapes. 

*Mimic print from the environment (e.g. wallpapers). 

*Use objects to create prints (e.g. fruit, vegetables or sponges). 

*Press, roll, rub and stamp to make prints 

I can create a repeating pattern in print 

I can create a printed piece of art by pressing, rolling, rubbing and stamping 
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To master techniques: 

Textiles 

 

*Use simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately. 
 
*Choose particular colours for a purpose. 

• Use weaving to create a pattern. 

*Join materials using glue and/or a stitch 

To master techniques: 

Digital media 

*Use a wide range of tools to create different textures, lines, tones, colours and shapes. 

I can use IT to create pictures  

I can use different effects within a IT package 

To take inspirational from 

the greats 

 

*Describe the work of notable artists, artisans and designers. 
*Use some of the ideas of artists studied to create pieces. 

Discover - Part B: find out 
Research into artists and their work 
Find out about artists and their work in order to develop their understanding of arts 
practice. 

I can describe what I can see and give an opinion about the work of an artist 

I can ask questions about a piece of art 

I can create a piece of art in response to the work of another artist 

I can suggest how artists have used colour, pattern and shape 
 

DT Through a variety of creative and 
practical activities, pupils should be 
taught the knowledge, 
understanding and skills needed to 

Master practical 

skills: 

Food 

*Cut ingredients safely and hygienically. 

• Measure or weigh using measuring cups or electronic scales. 
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engage in an iterative process of 
designing and making. They should 
work in a range of relevant contexts, 
such as the home and school, 
gardens and playgrounds, the local 
community, industry and the wider 
environment.  

When designing and making, pupils 
should be taught to: 

Design  

• design purposeful, functional, 
appealing products for 
themselves and other users based 
on design criteria.  

Make 

• select from and use a range of 
tools and equipment to 
perform practical tasks such as 
cutting, shaping, joining and 
finishing.  

• select from and use a wide range 
of materials and 
components, including construction 
materials, textiles and ingredients, 
according to their characteristics.  

• Assemble or cook ingredients, follow a recipe. 

*I can cut food safety 

*I can describe the ingredients I am using 

Master practical 

skills: 

Materials  

Cut materials safely using tools provided 
 
• Demonstrate a range of joining techniques (such as gluing, hinges or combining materials to 

strengthen). 

 

Master practical 

skills: 

Textiles 

• Join textiles using running stitch. 

• Colour and decorate textiles using a number of techniques (such as dyeing, adding sequins or 
printing).  

*I can explain why I have chosen specific textiles 

Master practical 

skills: Electricals & 

electronics 

• Diagnose faults in battery operated devices (such as low battery, water damage or battery 
terminal damage). 

 

Master practical 

skills: 

computing 

• Model designs using software. 

• Control and monitor models using software designed for this purpose. 

Master practical 

skills: 

construction 

*Use materials to gluing and nailing materials to make and strengthen products. 
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Evaluate  

*explore and evaluate a range of 
existing products. 

Technical knowledge 

*build structures, exploring how 
they can be made stronger, 
stiffer and more stable. 

*explore and use mechanisms, such 
as levers, sliders, wheels and axles, 
in their products.  

Cooking and nutrition 

• use the basic principles of a 
healthy and varied diet to prepare 
dishes. 
• understand where food comes 
from 
 
*I can use my own ideas to make 
something 
*I can describe how something 
works 
*I can make a product that moves 
*I can make my model stronger 
*I can explain to someone else how 
I want to make my product 

Master practical 

skills: 

mechanics 

* Use construction kits that include gears, levers and wheels 

To design, make 

and improve 

*Design products that have a clear purpose and an intended user. 

• Make products through stages of mock ups, making continual refinements. 

 
To take inspiration 

from design throughout 

history 

• Explore objects and designs to identify likes and dislikes of the designs. 

• Suggest improvements to existing designs. 
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*I can choose appropriate 
resources and tools 
*I can make a simple plan before 
making 
*I can think of an idea and plan 
what to do next 
*I can choose tools and materials 
and explain why I have chosen 
them 
*I can join materials and 
components in different ways 
*I can explain what went well with 
my work 

MUSIC *Use their voices expressively by 
singing songs and speaking chants 
and rhymes. 

*Play tuned and un-tuned 
instruments musically. 

* Listen with attention to detail and 
recall sounds with increasing aural 
memory.  

*Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of high-quality live and 
recorded music from different 
traditions and from great musicians 
and composers. 

*Listen with attention to detail and 
recall sounds with increasing aural 

To Perform • Sing from memory with accurate pitch. 

• Sing in tune. 

• Maintain a simple part within a group. 

• Pronounce words within a song clearly. 

Part A: discover 
Participation in arts activities – 
 
Take part in a range of arts activities in order to widen their experience and understanding of the arts 
 
I can use my voice to speak, sing and chant 
I can sing and follow a melody 
I can sing or clap increasing and decreasing tempo 

To compose • Create a sequence of long and short sounds. 
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memory.  

*Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of high-quality live and 
recorded music from different 
traditions and from great musicians 
and composers. 

*Make and combine sounds using 
the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

*Make and combine sounds using 
the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

Part B: find out 
Research into artists and their 
work 
Find out about artists and their 
work in order to develop their 
understanding of arts practice. 
Part C: share 
Sharing of their arts discovery 
Share with others what they 
enjoyed and learnt through the 
award 
 
I can follow instruction about 
when to play and sing 
I can improve my own work 

• Clap rhythms. 

• Create a mixture of different sounds (long and short, loud and quiet, high and low, using voice and instruments. 

• Choose sounds to create an effect. 

I can use instruments to perform 

I can clap short rhythmic patterns 

I can make different sounds with my voice and with instruments 

I can repeat short rhythmic and melodic patterns 

I can make a sequence of sounds 

I can choose sounds to represent different things 

I can choose sounds which create an effect 

I can create music in response to different starting points 

I can order sounds to create a beginning, middle and an end 

I can play simple rhythmic patterns on an instrument 

I can perform simple patterns and accompaniments keeping a steady pulse 

To Transcribe *Devise non-standard symbols to indicate when to play and rest. 

I can make connections between notations and musical sounds 

I can use symbos to represent sounds 
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To describe music * Identify the beat of a tune. 

*Recognise changes in timbre, dynamics and pitch. 

Discover - Part B: find out 
Research into artists and their work 
Find out about artists and their work in order to develop their understanding of arts practice. 
 
I can respond to different  moods in music 
I can say whether I like or dislike a piece of music 
I can listen out for particular things when listening to music 
 

 

P.E. *Participate in team games, 
developing simple tactics for 
attacking and defending. 

*Perform dances using simple 

movement patterns. 

 

*Take part in gymnastics activities 

GAMES * Use rolling, hitting, running, jumping, catching and kicking skills in combination. 

• Throw and catch with control and accuracy. 

• Follow the rules of the game and play fairly. 

• Pass to team mates at appropriate times. 

 I can throw underarm, hit a ball with a bat, move and stop safely,  I can throw and catch with both hands, I can throw and kick in different ways 

I can use hitting, kicking and/or rolling in a game 

I can decide the best space to be in during a games 

I can use one tactic in a game 

I can follow rules 

DANCE • Copy and remember moves and positions. 

• Move with careful control and coordination. 

• Link two or more actions to perform a sequence. 

I can move to music 
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I can copy dance moves 

I can perform my own dance moves 

I can make up a short dance 

I can move safely in a space 

 

I can change rhythm, speed, level and direction in my dance 

I can dance with control and coordination 

I can make a sequence by linking sections together 

I can use dance to show a mood or feeling 

GYM • Copy and remember actions. 

• Move with some control and awareness of space. 

• Link two or more actions to make a sequence. 

• Show contrasts (such as small/tall, straight/curved and wide/narrow). 

• Climb safely on equipment. 

• Jump in a variety of ways and land with increasing control and balance. 

I can make my body curled, tense, stretched and relaxed 

I can control my body when travelling and balancing 

I can copy sequences and repeat them 

I can roll, curl, travel and balance in different ways 

I can plan and perform a sequence of movements 

I can improve my sequence based on feedback 

I can think of more than one way to create a sequence which follows some ‘rules’ 

I can work on my own and with a partner 

Athletics  
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