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History scheme of work (from Sep 2017)  -  

Christian values underpinning learning -      Love , respect, determination, creation, creativity and  peace 
 

The characteristics of a good learner…… 

• An excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events, and contexts from a range of historical periods and of historical concepts and 
processes. 

• The ability to think critically about history and communicate ideas very confidently in styles appropriate to a range of audiences. 

• The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using detailed, appropriate and accurate historical 
evidence derived from a  

range of sources. 

• The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, formulating and refining questions and lines of enquiry.  

• A passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops their sense of curiosity about the past and their 
understanding of how and why  

people interpret the past in different ways.  

• A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it to support their explanations and judgments. 

• A desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high-quality research across a range of history top 
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Area Oak – Reception Poplar – Y1/2 Willow – Y3/4 Maple – Y5/6 
History 

curriculum 

content 

Changes within living memory 

– aspects of change 

 

The lives of significant 

individuals in Britain’s past. 

 Key events in the past that are 
significant nationally and 
globally, particularly those that 
coincide with festivals or other 
events that are 
commemorated throughout 
the year. 

Early Learning Goal Children 

know about similarities and 

differences in relation to places, 

objects, materials and living 

things. They talk about the 

features of their own 

immediate environment and 

how environments might vary 

from one another. They make 

observations of animals and 

plants and explain why some 

things occur, and talk about 

changes. 

Changes within living memory – 

change in national life 

 

Events beyond living memory that 

are significant nationally or 

globally 

 

The lives of significant individuals 

in Britain’s past who have 

contributed to our nation’s 

achievements. 

Significant historical events, 
people and places in the locality 

 

 

The lives of significant individuals in 

Britain’s past who have contributed to 

our nation’s achievements. 

Significant historical events, people 
and places in the locality 

Stone Age to Iron Age – Neolithic hunter-
gathers and early farmers (Skara Brae).             
–Bronze Age religion, technology and travel 
(Stonehenge)                                                            
-Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, 
art and culture 

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  
-Julius Caesars invasion 55-54- BCE                 
-The Roman empire by 42 CE and it’s army   
-Invasion by Claudius, conquest and 
Hadrian’s Wall                                                      
-British resistance – Boudicca                             
-Romanisation, technology, culture and 
beliefs including early Christianity 

Britain’s settlement by the Anglo-Saxons 
and Scots                                                               
-Roman withdrawal and fall of Roman 
Empire                                                                   
-Anglo-Saxon invasion, settlement, 
kingdoms, place names and village life           
-Anglo-Saxon art and culture                             

The lives of significant individuals in 

Britain’s past who have contributed to 

our nation’s achievements. 

Significant historical events, people 
and places in the locality 

The Viking raids  and Anglo-Saxon struggle 
for the Kingdoms of England                             
-Viking raids and invasion                                  
-Alfred the Great and Athelstan resistance    
-Further invasion – Danegeld                           
-Anglo-Saxon law and justice                            
-Edward the Confessor and his death in 
1066 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and 
achievements and influence on the Western 
World 

A non-European society that provides a 
contrast with British history – The Mayans 

I can compare two or more historical 

periods ; explaining which things changed 

and which stayed the same 

I can summarise the main events from a 

period in history explaining the order of 

events and what happened 

I can identify and explain differences, 
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-Christian conversion 

The achievements of the Egyptians. An 
overview of where and when they appeared                                                                                        

I can explain some of the times when Britain 

was invaded 

I can compare two or more periods of 

history 

I can research what it was like for children in 

a given period of history and present my 

findings to an audience 

similarities and changes between different 

periods of history 

 

Each year there will be a local study  it will have a different theme each year. 

The History theme – Depth study linked to an area of study  - King Alfred/ Dorchester Abbey/ Wayland Smithy 

A study over time  tracing aspects of national history- linking to the Railways 

A study of an aspect of history or site -/ Milton Manor/ Role of the RAF in Milton Heights/Wayland Smithy/ Dorchester Abbey 

 

Learning 

objectives 

Oak – Reception Poplar – Y1/2 Willow – Y3/4 Maple – Y5/6 

To investigate 

and interpret the 

past 

 Observe or handle evidence 
to ask questions and find 
answers to questions about 
the past. 

 Use artefacts, pictures, 
stories, online sources 
and databases to find out 
about the past. 

 Identify some of the 
different ways the past 
has been represented. 

 

 Observe or handle evidence 
to ask questions and find 
answers to questions about 
the past. 

 Use artefacts, pictures, 
stories, online sources 
and databases to find out 
about the past. 

 Identify some of the 

different ways the past 

has been represented. 

• Use sources of evidence to deduce 
information about the past. 

• Select suitable sources of evidence, 
giving reasons for choices. 

• Use sources of information to form 
testable hypotheses about the past. 

• Seek out and analyse a wide range 
of evidence  

• Use sources of evidence to deduce 
information about the past. 

• Select suitable sources of evidence, 
giving reasons for choices. 

• Use sources of information to form 
testable hypotheses about the past. 

• Describe different accounts of a 
historical event, explaining some of 
the reasons why the accounts may 
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 Shows interest in the lives 

of people who are familiar to 

them. 

  Remembers and talks about 

significant events in their 

own experience.  

 Recognises and describes 

special times or events for 

family or friends. 

 Shows interest in different 

occupations and ways of life.  

 
 

 Use evidence to ask 
questions and find answers 
to questions about the past. 
Suggest suitable sources of  

 evidence for 
historical enquiries. 

 Use more than one source of 
evidence for 
historical enquiry in order to 
gain a more 
accurate understanding of 
history. 

 Suggest causes and 
consequences of some of 
the main events and changes 
in history. 

I can recognise that some objects 
belonged to the past 

I can ask and answer questions about 
old and new objects 

I can spot old and new things in a 
picture 

I can explain what an object from the 
past might have been used for 

I can find out things about the past 
by talking to an older person 

I can answer questions using books 

• Describe different accounts of a 
historical event, explaining some of 
the reasons why the accounts may 
differ. 

• Understand that no single source 
of evidence gives the full answer to 
questions about the past. 

I can use research skills to find 

answers to specific historical 

questions 

I can explain how historic items and 

artefacts can be used to help build up 

a picture of life in the past 

I can research two versions of an 

event and explain how they differ 

 

differ. 

• Seek out and analyse a wide range 
of evidence  

• Show an awareness of the concept 
of propaganda and how historians 
must understand the social context 
of evidence studied. 

• Understand that no single source 
of evidence gives the full answer to 
questions about the past. 

• Refine lines of enquiry as 
appropriate. 

order to justify claims about the 

past. 

 

I can test out a hypothesis in order to 

answer questions 

I can describe a key event from the 

past using a range of evidence 
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and the internet 

To build an 

overview of 

world history 

• Describe historical events. 

• Describe significant people from 
the past. 

• Describe changes that have 
happened in the locality of the 
school throughout history. 

 

 

• Describe historical events. 

• Describe significant people from 
the past. 

• Recognise that there are reasons 
why people in the past acted as 
they did. 

 
• Describe changes that have 

happened in the locality of the 
school throughout history. 

 
• Compare some of the times 

studied with those of other areas 
of interest around the world. 

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural 
or religious diversity of past society. 

I can explain how some people have 
helped us to have better lives 

I can recount the life of someone 
famous in Britain who lived in the 
past. I can explain what they did 
earlier and later 

I can research the life of a famous 
person from the past using different 
sources of evidence 

• Identify continuity and change in 
the history of the locality of the 
school. 

• Recognise that there are reasons 
why people in the past acted as 
they did. 

• Compare some of the times 
studied with those of other areas of 
interest around the world. 

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural 
or religious diversity of past society. 

• Describe the characteristic features 
of the past, including ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children 

I can describe events from the past 
using dates when things happened 

I can explain how the lives of wealthy 
people were different from the lives 
of poorer people 

I can explain how an event from the 
past has shaped our life today 

• Identify continuity and change in 
the history of the locality of the 
school. 

• Give a broad overview of life in 
Britain from medieval until the Tudor 
and Stuarts times. 

• Compare some of the times 
studied with those of the other areas 
of interest around the world.  

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural 
or religious diversity of past society. 

• Describe the characteristic features 
of the past, including ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes and experiences of men, 
women and children. 

I can explain how our locality has 
changed over time 

I can summarise how Britain has had 
a major influence on the world 

I can summarise how Britain may 
have learnt from other countries and 
civilizations 

To understand • Place events and artefacts in order • Place events and artefacts in order • Place events, artefacts and • Describe the main changes in a 
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chronology on a time line. 

• Label time lines with words or 

phrases such as: past, present, 

older and newer. 

• Recount changes that have 

occurred in their own lives. 

 

on a time line. 

• Label time lines with words or 

phrases such as: past, present, 

older and newer. 

• Recount changes that have 

occurred in their own lives. 

I can explain how I have changed 
since I was born 

I can give examples of things that 
were different when my 
grandparents were children 

 

historical figures on a time line 

using dates. 

• Understand the concept of change 

over time, representing this, along 

with evidence, on a time line. 

• Use dates and terms to describe 

events. 

I can use a timeline within a specific  
period of history to set out the order 
that things may have happened 

I can use my mathematical 
knowledge to work out how long ago 
events happened including centuries 
and decades 

I can plot events on a timeline using 
centuries 

period of history (using terms such 

as: social, religious, 

political, technological and cultural). 

• Identify periods of rapid change in 

history and contrast them with 

times of relatively little change. 

• Understand the concepts of 

continuity and change over time, 

representing them, along 

with evidence, on a time line. 

• Use dates and terms accurately in 

describing events. 

I can draw a timeline with different 

historical periods showing key 

events or lives of significant people 

–peoples and societies 

To communicate 

historically 
• Use words and phrases such as: a 

long time ago, recently, when my 

parents/carers were children, years, 

decades and centuries to describe 

the passing of time. 

• Use words and phrases such as: a 

long time ago, recently, when my 

parents/carers were children, years, 

decades and centuries to describe 

the passing of time. 

• Use appropriate historical 

vocabulary to communicate, 

including:  

 I can use words and phrases like: 

old, new and a long time ago, 

before, after, past, present, then 

• Show an understanding of the 

concept of nation and a nation’s 

history. 

• Show an understanding of 

concepts such as civilisation, 

monarchy, parliament, democracy, 

war and peace 

• Use appropriate historical 

vocabulary to communicate, 

including words on the appendix list  

• Show an understanding of the 

concept of nation and a nation’s 

history. 

• Show an understanding of 

concepts such as civilisation, 

monarchy, parliament, democracy, 

war and peace 

• Use appropriate historical 

vocabulary to communicate, 

including words on the appendix list  
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and now 

 

 

• Use literacy, numeracy and 

computing skills to a good standard 

in order to communicate information 

about the past. 

Link to adverbial phrases 

Last week, … • A long time a ago, …. 
• During the reign of_____ , …. • 
Throughout the Maya period,… • 
Towards the end of the Roman 
empire, … • Pre-1066, … • In 1939,… 

 

• Use literacy, numeracy and 

computing skills to a good standard 

in order to communicate information 

about the past. 

Link to adverbial phrases 

Last week, … • A long time a ago, …. 
• During the reign of_____ , …. • 
Throughout the Maya period,… • 
Towards the end of the Roman 
empire, … • Pre-1066, … • In 1939,… 

I can identify and explain 
propaganda 

I can describe the features of 
historical events and way of life from 
periods I have studied; presenting to 
an audience 
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Appendix 1 – Historical Vocabulary 
AD Change Democracy Hunter-gatherer Metal-working Parliament Sacrifice 

Agriculture Church Discovery Immigrant Migration Past Secondary 

Ancient civilisation Christianity Diversity International Missionary Peasant Evidence 

Archaeology Chronology Emigrant Interpretation Monarchy Pope Settler 

Aristocracy Colony Emperor Invasion Monastery Prehistory Significance 

Artefact Conquest Empire Invention Museum Present Slave 

BCE  /CE Continuity Execution Iron Age Myths and legends Primary evidence Stone Age 

Bronze Age Court Explorer Islam Nation Rebellion Torture 

Calendar Crusaders Global King/Queen Nomad Republic Traitor 

Causation Decade Gods/Goddesses Local Oral history Revolt Yesterday 

 

 


