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Achieving excellence together 

September 2017 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to Oak class and hope you enjoy being part 

of our team. We were really impressed with all of the children on their first day, they are confident, 

well behaved and certainly ready for school.  

 

We are really looking forward to an exciting term ahead. Our topic is Once Upon a Time… We will be 

reading the stories Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Red Riding Hood, The Three Little Pigs and The 

Three Billy Goats Gruff. The main focus of the topic will be ourselves, our families and our homes, 

which we will look at through some favourite fairy tales. We would love to have a Guess the baby 

display in class, so ask you to please send in a photo of your child when they were a baby.  

 

We would also like to share some important information with you: 

 

Daily Routine 

School begins at 8.40 and Reception children are to come in through the side door, with Red Dragon. 

For the first few weeks parents are welcome to bring their child into the classroom. Please support 

your child to hang up their coat in the cloakroom, put their book bag in the box and put their water 

bottle in the yellow tray. We aim for the children to be increasingly independent, so please support 

your child in getting themselves ready for the day, rather than doing it for them.  Once the children 

are settled we will expect them to be sitting on the carpet by 8.45 ready for registration. It really 

helps to start the day with a focused time on the carpet. Below you will find an example of a daily 

timetable, but the nature of Foundation Stage is to adapt to children’s needs, so this timetable will 

be flexible. 

 

9.00 am – Maths focus 

10.00 am – sit down snack 

10.20 am – playtime on the playground 

10.40 am – phonics and English focus 

12.00 am – lunch 

1.00 pm – PE / Child-initiated learning / Adult-led learning with topic focus 

2.40 pm – Story and singing 

3.15 pm - Hometime 

 

Home Time  

The class will be brought out to meet you on the Playground at 3.15. They will line up and the 

children will be handed over to you. In order to ensure the children’s safety, each child will be 

handed over to a known adult. Please wait for your child to be handed to you, so that we can be safe 

in the knowledge that every child has gone home with the right adult. If a different adult is collecting 

your child, please send a note in with your child or let the office know. Any letters, books or 

homework will be in your child’s book bag, so please check every day.  
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PE and physical activity 

The children will be taking part in outdoor explorers every Monday and will do PE every Friday. 

Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school every day and please also ensure that the PE kit is 

clearly named. If your child has long hair, it must be tied up. If your child wears earrings please 

supply a roll of micro porous tape so they can be covered. This is essential for health and safety 

reasons. Outdoor learning is an important part of the Foundation Stage, it provides endless 

opportunities for learning about the world around us and the changing seasons. We do go out all 

year, whatever the weather, so please make sure your child has wellie boots and a waterproof coat 

in school. Please also provide a hat, scarf and gloves when the weather turns cold. Remember, there 

is no bad weather, just the wrong clothes!!!  

 

Homework 

A home-school book will be sent home every Thursday, to be collected in the following Wednesday.  

This book aims to inform parents of what the children have been learning at school and suggests 

ways in which you can support that learning at home. Activities will support phonics, counting, 

reading and there will also be activities related to our topic. Learning in Reception should be active 

and at this age children learn best through play, so we do not expect children to sit at a desk for long 

periods ‘doing homework’. Where parents regularly support their children learning at home, we see 

real progress in class. 

 

Reading 

It is really important to share lots of books with your child at home. Every child will be given a 

Reading Diary, where you can record books you have shared together and books your child has read 

to you. There will be information about the phonics sounds your child has learnt and any High 

Frequency words they need to practise. Initially children may bring home a wordless book and we 

ask that you support your child to tell the story verbally, developing storytelling skills will really 

support children with their writing later on. Children may also bring home a book from the book 

corner. Please share it with your child and talk about the story, asking what they liked about the 

story, talk about the characters and ask what they think might happen next. Good book talk helps 

develop comprehension skills. Once the children have a knowledge of some simple sounds, we will 

teach them to read CVC (consonant, vowel, consonant) words such as dog, bus, sit… Once the 

children are confident at blending sounds to read CVC words, we will start to send home some 

phonics based books. Phonics based books help develop the skills of decoding, but until the children 

have a good knowledge of a lot of sounds, they do not necessarily provide an exciting story or much 

to talk about. So please do not stop reading favourite stories at bedtime! 
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Rewards 

Children’s achievements are rewarded on their achievement card. For every reward the children 

receive a penny to spend in our class shop. This has proved to be very successful. Children are 

beginning to recognise the coins and understand their different values, and children also learn to 

save money. The shop is stocked with books, creative resources and other small objects. Once a 

child has 25 achievements and their card is full, it will be presented in assembly and then sent home. 

The class can also earn 10ps for whole class achievements, such as being well behaved or helping 

tidy up. The children decide on a reward, which might be cooking, a visit to the park or trikes and 

scooters on the playground. This is just another way that the children are becoming familiar with 

coins and becoming more aware of the value of money. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to me after school. 

 

Thank you 

 

Karen Green and the Oak Team 
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