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1. Aim 

Pupils’ Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education, forms the basis of our 
philosophy of education and therefore our principle aim is to ensure practice is 
embedded in everything we do. British Values Education is central to this practice. 
 
SMSC provides a moral compass essential to the well-being of all pupils and the school 
community as a whole.  
 

2. Introduction 

As a Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School, St Blaise takes pride in its 
provision for pupils’ Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education. It is reflected in our 
mission statement, our school values and code of conduct.   
 
School Values, reviewed 2014, are:   

Respect, Creation, Creativity, Peace, Determination  
with an overarching value of love 

 
School code of conduct - golden rules are 

Love one another 
Be respectful 
Be peaceful 

 
 
Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, cultural development permeates every aspect of school 
life:  

 School assemblies and collective worship everyday are valued by all and offer 
pupils significant opportunities for spiritual development, as well as moral, 
social and cultural development. 

 The school follows the Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus for religious education: this 
encompasses study of Christianity and other religions (Hinduism, Islam and 

Judaism) and opportunities for a wider cultural development. 

 Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) lessons are an 
established part of the school’s curriculum and a particular vehicle for social 
and moral education. (See PSHE Policy and Planning) 

 Visitors and visits are chosen to enrich pupils’ SMSC development.  

 Pupil Parliament, which involves Y1-6, discusses issues directly affecting the 
pupils and those of the wider world; encouraging pupils to use social skills and 
often calling upon them to make moral judgements. 

 All staff are trained in Restorative Approaches to resolving issues; helping 
pupils to accept responsibility for their own actions and behaviour. 

 Pupils learn to speak French and in so doing explore French culture and 
customs.  

 Whole school themed days often around a particular country enables pupils to 
learn something of the customs and traditions of various countries; these 
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include the home countries of our ethnic minority pupils, where parents and 
extended family become a valuable resource. 

 School traditions include an annual country dancing and maypole event, 
headteacher tea parties to mark achievement and house team sports’ events. 

 All whole school events are recognised and valued as contributing to pupils’ 
SMSC development. 

 Team-working and valuing others are promoted further through the house-
system. 

 Teachers’ medium term planning includes SMSC opportunities. 

 Pupils’ support community events including presenting at Parish Council 
meetings, dancing at Milton Village Fete, attending church events and being 
actively involved in community sports. 

 The Headteacher is a representative for the school on the Parish Community 
working party and had been fully involved in the expansion of Milton Heights 
project including the development of the Local Plan. 

 
3. Spiritual Development 
 

The spiritual development of pupils is shown by their: 

 ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that 

inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different 

people’s faiths, feelings and values 
 sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the 

world around them 
 use of imagination and creativity in their learning 
 willingness to reflect on their experiences. (Ofsted Handbook 2016) 

 
The following examples indicate ways in which different curriculum areas contribute 
towards the spiritual development of pupils. That, there are opportunities each and 
every day, if we take time to see the possibilities and reflect:  

 
English 

 emotional reaction to the stories and poetry  

 appreciation of the beauty of illustrations in books 

 examining emotions – love, hope, happiness, unhappiness, fears and anxieties 
through discussion, personal and creative writing 

Mathematics 

 exploration of symmetry, patterns in number and shape the natural world, 
together with patterns that have religious significance 

 the idea of infinity through positive and minus numbers 

Science, Design Technology and Computing 

 studying life cycles and the wonder of life and death. 

 looking at the universe and the realisation of being part of something much 
greater than we can visualise 
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 comparing scientific and religious explanations of the universe  

 sense of value and delight at their and others’ achievements, when designing 
and making 

 appreciation and wonder of everyday and more unusual objects and materials 

 access to through the worldwide web to world phenomenon  

Geography & History 

 perceptions of natural beauty of places and geographical phenomenon like the 
Pyramids, Stonehenge, volcanoes, snow, rainbows  

 acknowledgement and wonder at the achievements made by those gone 
before, and the possibility of our own contributions 

 opportunity to empathise with people of the past who have had an impact on 
the future; through acts of bravery, dangerous exploration or because of 
religious beliefs or values 

Music and Art 

 response to music and allowing music to speak to our senses and emotions 

 appreciation of musical achievements of others, whether peers or 
acknowledged performers and composers 

 the enjoyment of music making and, listening aiding reflection 

 appreciating works of art and the emotions evoked 

 valuing each other’s artistic contributions and the enjoyment and creativity of 
various media 

Physical and Health Education 

 valuing ourselves and our bodies, and those of others, including disability 

 learning  to deal with success and failure  

 how health is central to happiness  

 sex education providing issues that need greater consideration and sensitivity 
for others 

Religious Education 

 the opportunity to consider life, our place in the universe and the purpose of 
life 

 learning about different views of a God to different communities 

 thoughts on brave acts and how people throughout history have been selfless 
to fulfil their beliefs 

 experiencing  prayer and reflection and feelings of special moments 
 

4. Moral Development 
 

The moral development of pupils is shown by their: 

 ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong, readily apply this 

understanding in their own lives and, in so doing, respect the civil and criminal 

law of England 
 understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions 
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 interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical 

issues, and being able to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on 

these issues. (Ofsted Handbook 2016) 
 
The following examples indicate ways in which different curriculum areas contribute 
towards the moral development of pupils.  
 
English 

 discussing poems and stories (secular and religious writing from all faiths) that 
have a moral dimension and the consequences of certain options of behaviour 

 role-play exploring issues such as bullying, disability, children in war or refugees 

Mathematics 

 playing maths games learning to take turns, to share, to be fair and to be 
honest 

 learning about probability and exploring games of chance  

Science, Design Technology and Computing 

 fairness from devising fair tests 

 learning to look after living things  

 considering scientific inventions and their use for ‘good’, and by implication 
learn of inventions that have been used for ill 

 developing values and attitudes towards issues around recycled materials and 
renewable energy 

 engaging in design tasks that focus on helping others, for example: disabled 
people or those in parts of the world where water is scarce. 

 staying safe using the internet 

Geography and History 

 looking at the effects of pollution and climate change and other global issues 

 considering local environmental issues, and the effects on themselves and 
community members: for example, inconsiderate behaviour dropping litter, 
dog fouling  

 looking at attitudes and values and how they have changed and the actions of 
people through history and discussing whether it was right for them to behave 
as they did 

 learning from the past to help us make better judgements for our future 

Art and Music 

 identifying, analysing and commenting on honesty, and good and bad 
behaviour portrayed in art 

 considering the words of hymns learnt, to see if the moral message is clear 
 

Physical and Health Education 

 opportunities to consider whether winning is more important than taking part 

 recognising effort, and the values of perseverance and determination  
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 learning  to play by the rules 

 exploring a variety of moral issues through discussion and role-play (PSHE) 

 discussing a variety topics, giving the opportunity to distinguish right from 
wrong 

Religious Education 

 listening to, and discussing tales of goodness, wickedness and evil  

 experiencing and understanding that special festivals across religions share the 
same moral beliefs  
 

5. Social Development 
The social development of pupils is shown by their: 

 use of a range of social skills in different contexts, including working and 

socialising with pupils from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic 

backgrounds 
 willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, 

including by volunteering, cooperating well with others and being able to 

resolve conflicts effectively  
 acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, 

the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with 

different faiths and beliefs; the pupils develop and demonstrate skills and 

attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to 

life in modern Britain. (Ofsted Handbook 2016) 
 
The following examples indicate ways in which different curriculum areas contribute 
towards the social development of pupils.  
 
English 

 listening to, reading and discussing stories, poem plays with relationship 
themes and social issues 

 role-play and drama opportunities involving co-operation and communication 
skills 

 presenting power-points to peers, parents and the wider school community 

 understanding how discussions and listening to others support democracy  

Mathematics 

 interpreting graphs and data with issues of a social dimension 

 working cooperatively using maths games and on complex mathematical 
problems 

Science, Design Technology and Computing 

 working collaboratively, listening to, sharing and appreciating the views of 
others  

 studying pollution in order to see how it affects their environment and, in the 
wider context, the food chain 
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 studying energy and becoming aware of the needs of society against the 
natural resources of the world 

 designing and making items for social celebrations e.g. a birthday card, gift 
wrap, party food, unusual gift box 

Geography and History 

 looking at local issues from a social point of view – who benefits, who loses out 

 studying the locality thinking about how it could be improved and how people 
can be more involved in looking after it 

 researching personal histories and thinking about people who are important to 
us 

 learning about previous societies and communities, and researching different 
aspects of people’s lives, homes, work, school, and leisure 

 examining photographic evidence of the past and beginning to analyse and 
make deductions about social conventions 

Art and Music 

 looking at works of art, at colour, and discussing the impact on how people may 
feel and what the artist is saying about the society in which s/he lived 

 working collaboratively making; composing and performing 

 listening to a wide range of music and thinking about the social occasions the 
pieces might be appropriate for 

 singing together in assembly, church or a concert, and appreciating we are a 
part of a larger group and have a responsibility in our contribution to the school 
community 

Physical and Health Education 

 developing a range of skills that involve co-operation and teamwork 

 opportunities through extra-curricular experiences to be part of a different 
social group eg sport or when on residential activity weeks 

 opportunities for discussion on wide-ranging topics, developing self-esteem 
and confidence 

Religious Education 

 looking at faith communities to seeing the social aspects of belonging to a 
group with common beliefs and values 

 looking at and discussing the social aspects of different religious festivals 

 listening to stories of how philanthropists have exploited opportunities to 
benefit their own or the wider society 

 
 

6. Cultural Development 
In our small school, where we have few but increasing numbers of children from 
different cultural backgrounds, it is important that there are significant opportunities 
to learn about the values and attitudes of others; developing tolerance and respect for 
all peoples of the world. 
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The cultural development of pupils is shown by their: 

 understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that 

have shaped their own heritage and that of others 
 understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures within school 

and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern 

Britain 
 knowledge of Britain's democratic parliamentary system and its central role in 

shaping our history and values, and in continuing to develop Britain 
 willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, sporting and 

cultural opportunities 
 interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for 

different faiths and cultural diversity, and the extent to which they understand, 

accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by their tolerance and attitudes 

towards different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, 

national and global communities. (Ofsted Handbook 2016) 
 
The following examples indicate ways in which different curriculum areas contribute 
towards the cultural development of pupils.  
 
English 

 listening to and appreciating a wide range of stories from different cultures 

 through literature from other cultures, discussing the differences encountered, 
trying to understand the reasons for those differences 

 discussing and debating issues around prejudice and discrimination 
 
Mathematics 

 learning about the origins of number conventions 

 learning about calendars and dating systems in different cultures 

 exploring patterns from different cultures 

Science, Design Technology and Computing 

 looking at developing countries and studying the problems encountered by lack 
of water, the way geographical location affects diet and the crops grown in 
different countries for food production  

 learning about the work of scientists from other cultures and the effect they 
have on the world 

 looking at houses in different parts of the world and making models to reflect 
learning about climatic requirements 

 pondering artefacts from different cultures  

 opportunities to ‘explore’ the world, through the Internet 

Geography and History 

 learning about homes, leisure activities and trading styles of people from 
different parts of the world 



SMSC Policy 2017         10 

 

 learning about food: its importance to everyday lives, food eaten in other parts 
of the world, and how some foods have religious significance and that food can 
be central to celebration 

 looking at climate change around the world and the effect on peoples life style 

 comparing our way of life with that of other children from around the world 

 learning about festivals and celebrations from our lives and other cultures now 
and in history 

Art and Music 

 opportunities to look at paintings, and other works of art, from other cultures 
and learn what the work tells us about those cultures 

 opportunities to explore differences in skin tone and physical appearance 
through artwork 

 listening to, and appreciating instruments and music from other cultures; 
replicating the different sounds heard 

 listening to, and singing songs, of importance and finding out about songs that 
are important to people in other communities, comparing similarities and 
differences 

 learning to appreciate the rhythms associated with different cultures 

 listening to the music of well-known composers and learning about their 
backgrounds 

 opportunities to experience live performances, from a variety of cultural 
backgrounds 

Physical and Health Education 

 learning some games and sports originating outside the UK 

 experimenting with dance styles from different parts of the world 

 discussing sports’ ability to unite, as well as confirm divisions between 
countries and different cultures 

Religious Education 

 learning about the way that different countries and cultures celebrate common 
festivals, like Christmas 

 comparing greeting cards from different traditions 

 learning how holy days are kept by different faith traditions 

 learning about the special clothing that is important to different faith traditions 

 discussing the freedom to choose and hold other faiths 

7. Complaints Procedure  
 
Complaints regarding any aspect of the school’s work, curriculum provision and 
achievement and progress of pupils should be raised in the first instance with the 
child’s teacher.  If this fails to provide a satisfactory answer then the issue should be 
brought to the attention of the Headteacher. Further, parents may wish to take their 
complaint to the Governing Body this may be done through the Governor with 
responsibility for SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodists Schools) or 
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the Chair of Governors.  Finally, there is a complaints procedure which involves the 
Local Education Authority, details of which may be obtained from the school office. 
 
 
8. Review 
 
This policy is a working document. Therefore, it is open to change and restructure as 
and when appropriate. 
 
It is the responsibility of the Lead Governor for SIAMS to monitor the success and 
implementation of the policy and report to full Governing Body Meetings. 
 
 
9. Relevant policies and documentation  

This policy should be read in conjunction with these documents: 

 Attached Appendix: Promoting Fundamental British Values… 

 PSHE Policy and Plans 

 Religious Education Policy 

 Equality Policy and Plan 

 Anti-Bullying Policy 

 Learning and Teaching Policy 

 Curriculum and Assessment Policies 
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Appendix  

Promoting Fundamental British values as part of SMSC guidance to schools                                  

DfE November 2014 Extract 

Through their provision of SMSC, schools should:  

 enable students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-

confidence;  

 enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and 

criminal law of England;  

 encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, 

and to understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living 

and working in the locality of the school and to society more widely;  

 enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public 

institutions and services in England;  

 further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling 

students to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other 

cultures;  

 encourage respect for other people; and  

 encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic 

processes, including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied 

in England.  

The list below describes the understanding and knowledge expected of pupils as a result 

of schools promoting fundamental British values.  

 an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the 

democratic process;  

 an appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens and 

is essential for their wellbeing and safety;  

 an understanding that there is a separation of power between the executive and 

the judiciary, and that while some public bodies such as the police and the army 

can be held to account through Parliament, others such as the courts maintain 

independence;  

 an understanding that the freedom to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs is 

protected in law;  

 an acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or 

having none) should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of 

prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour; and  

 an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting 

discrimination.  

It is not necessary for schools or individuals to ‘promote’ teachings, beliefs or opinions 

that conflict with their own, but nor is it acceptable for schools to promote 

discrimination against people or groups on the basis of their belief, opinion or 

background.  


